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In the News – New York State
Governor Hochul Takes Office
One minute past midnight on Tuesday, Kathleen Hochul took the oath of office
and became New York’s 57th governor. In her first press conference as governor,
Hochul announced she would move forward with a universal mask mandate for schools
in the fall, as well as a vaccination requirement for school personnel. She also promised
a change in the culture of Albany towards more open and ethical governance.
The new governor wasted no time in staffing up. Ahead of the swearing in,
Governor Hochul announced that Karen Persichilli Keogh will be secretary to the
governor and Elizabeth Fine will be counsel to the governor, the first major roles
announced. On Wednesday, news broke that State Senator Brian Benjamin, of Harlem,
would be appointed her lieutenant governor. As for others in the executive office,
Hochul’s team indicated that there would be a 45-day evaluation period for employees of
the previous administration. Some senior officials have already announced their
resignation, such as Empire State Development chair Steve Cohen.

State Senator Brian Benjamin named
Lieutenant Governor
On Thursday afternoon, Governor Kathleen Hochul named State Senator Brian
Benjamin as her Lieutenant Governor. Benjamin, a former investment advisor, took
office in 2017, filling the seat vacated by Bill Perkins, who became a member of the
New York City Council. Benjamin serves as the chair of the Committee on Revenue
and Budget and has passed legislation that pushed banks chartered in NYS to divest from private prisons,
the Eric Garner Anti-Chokehold Act, and a bill that allowed NYC to set aside funds in a revenue
stabilization fund.
Benjamin will take Hochul’s job after Labor Day. The timing allows for the special election to fill
his seat to be held during the November general election.
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In the News – City
Mayor de Blasio Announces City Schools Fully
Reopening
NEW YORK — This week, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced that NYC’s schools
would fully reopen for in-person learning and released a safety plan detailing
protections for students and staff.
According to the safety plan, 10% of unvaccinated individuals in each school who consent to testing
will be tested bi-weekly. Vaccinated individuals would not need to be tested. Procedures for positive cases
vary by grade level. In elementary schools, all students will need to quarantine for 10 days if there is a
positive case in the classroom, while still receiving instruction. In middle and high schools, vaccinated and
asymptomatic individuals will continue to attend school. Symptomatic or unvaccinated individuals must
quarantine for ten days while still receiving remote instruction. Additionally, the unvaccinated can return
to school on day 7 if they show a negative test result. Schools will only close if the Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene determines there is a widespread outbreak.
The first day of school is set for September 13th. Students will not be given the opportunity to opt
out of in-person classes.

City Council Passes Bills on Doulas, Pets in
Homeless Shelters, NYCHA Greenhouse Gas
Emissions, and More
NEW YORK — The New York City Council passed a slate of bills on Thursday
afternoon focused on topics including the utilization of doula services by the
department of corrections, pets in homeless shelters, third party delivery services
and their fees, greenhouse gas emissions at NYCHA, and gender-based harassment and sexual assault.
Introduction 1209 requires the Department of Corrections to provide biweekly doula services to
incarcerated individuals. Services would also be provided during labor and delivery. Doulas provide
guidance and support to pregnant women before and during labor and to mothers of newborn children.
Recent studies have shown doula services improve the health of both mother and child.
Introduction 1483 requires the Department of Homeless Services to create a plan to accommodate
pets of homeless individuals and families in shelters and for the acquisition of property to house the pets.
Introduction 1484 requires the department to post information on the designation of pets as emotional
support animals and to report metrics of emotional support animals for those in shelters.
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Introduction 1622 makes several changes to the Consumer Protection Law, including increasing
penalties for deceptive conduct by businesses, as well as for harassment of Department of Consumer and
Worker Protection personnel. The bill also creates a licensing system for industrial laundries and a
regulatory scheme for retail laundries.
Introduction 1897 requires third-party delivery services operating in NYC to obtain a license from
the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection. The department would be able to deny licenses and
renewals if the third-party delivery services are found to violate two or more of the provisions in laws
passed earlier in the year.
Introduction 2283 requires NYCHA to report on greenhouse gas emissions from buildings owned
or operated by the agency as well as from projects involving their buildings. The bill also changes the
reporting date for citywide emissions and city government emissions, as required by Local Law 22 of 2008.
Introduction 2284 requires the Department of Social Services (DSS) to deliver a survivor-centered
response to complaints of sexual assault or harassment made by a client or staff of a DSS or Department
of Homeless Services provider. The bill also requires the Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based
Violence to develop a survivor resource guide and provide the guide to DSS.
Introduction 2390 sets a permanent limit on the fees charged by third-party food delivery services.
These services would be prohibited from charging food service establishments more than 15% per order
for delivery, 3% per order for transaction fees (unless a higher fee is charged to the third-party delivery
service) and 5% per order for all other fees. Temporary restrictions were passed last year in light of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The bill also requires regular reporting on the impact of these fees on the food
delivery services, food service establishments, and workers.

Queens Politicians and Residents Oppose
Peaker Plant Plan in Astoria
QUEENS — In a series of public hearings held by the State Department of
Environmental Conservation this week, residents and elected officials from Queens
voiced opposition to a proposed project to replace a decades-old peaker plant in part
of the Con Edison complex in Astoria. NRG’s Astoria Gas Turbine Power Replacement Project would
replace 24 natural gas turbines at the peaker plant, a facility that operates only during times of increased
power demand, such as the summer. A single combustion turbine capable of generating 437 MW would
take their place.
U.S. Senator Charles Schumer, Representatives Carolyn Maloney and Yvette Clarke, and State
Senators Michael Gianaris and Jessica Ramos also voiced their opposition during the hearings. Many
other elected officials, including Representatives Adriano Espaillat, Jerrold Nadler, Alexandra OcasioCortez, previously voiced opposition. Senator Gianaris, Assemblymember Zohran Mamdani, and former
Council Member Costa Constantinides attended a rally against the plant on Thursday. Much of the
opposition was based the state’s 2019 Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA),
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which aims to have 70% renewable energy by 2030 and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 85% by
2050.
NRG claims the project will reduce statewide greenhouse gas emissions by five million tons. The
company has also argued the new facility could run on hydrogen in the future, further reducing carbon
emissions. Opponents counter that the hydraulic fracturing (hydrofracking) required to get the natural gas
negates any environmental benefit. A coalition of groups including NYPIRG, the Sierra Club, the Queens
Climate Project, and the Democratic Socialists of America, have been building opposition to the plan.
Some have also argued that the role of peaker plants could be replaced by batteries, which could be
charged by renewable energy sources.
On Friday afternoon, DEC officials stated that the plan is not in line with the CLCPA. A final
decision is not expected for months.

Briefs
Governor Hochul Promises Action on Legal Marijuana Industry
Governor Kathleen Hochul promised this week to move forward with the launch of the State’s
legal marijuana industry. Her predecessor had previously refused to nominate an executive director for
the new Office of Cannabis Management or name appointees to the Cannabis Control Board. She
discussed the appointments with Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and Assembly Speaker
Carl Heastie. The taxes from the legal marijuana sales are estimated to generate $350 million annually.

JCOPE Refers Criminal Investigations to Attorney General
The Joint Commission on Public Ethics voted to make a referral to Attorney General Letitia
James to pursue a criminal investigation into the leak of information related to their investigation into Joe
Percoco, an aide to former Governor Andrew Cuomo. JCOPE also referred a probe of the State Inspector
General’s Office’s investigation into the illegal leak. JCOPE also revealed that they would be discussing
their prior approval for ex-Governor Cuomo’s COVID-19 book deal, and stated that, if Cuomo is found
guilty of wrongdoing, they had the legal authority to take some of his profits from the $5.1 million deal.

New York City Council Introduces Bills
The New York City Council introduce the following bills this week:
Bill #

Committee

Prime Sponsor

"Name"

Int 2375

Transportation

Barron

Installing safety signs near schools.

Int 2376

WITHDRAWN

Brannan

Establishment of a department of emergency medical services.
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Int 2377

Housing and
Buildings

Cornegy, Jr.

Int 2378

Housing and
Buildings

Cornegy, Jr.,

Res 1721

Finance

Cornegy, Jr.,

Requiring HPD to conduct an audit, seek stakeholder input, and
submit a report as to certain violations issued by such department.
Create a property tax exemption for property owners who
undertake safe basement apartment conversions.

Int 2379

General Welfare

Diaz, D.

Requiring the department of social services to create a domestic
violence shelter designated for men.

Res 1722

Criminal Justice

Diaz, D.

Justice for Incarcerated Moms Act of 2021 (H.R. 948)

Res 1723

Cultural Affairs

Diaz, D.

African Descent Affairs Act of 2021 (H.R.1134)

Res 1724

Veterans

Diaz, D.

Protecting Moms Who Served Act (H.R 958)

Res 1725

Women and Gender
Equity
Diaz, D.

Int 2380

Civil and Human
Rights

Int 2381

Civil and Human
Rights

Int 2382
Int 2383
Int 2384

Civil and Human
Rights
Housing and
Buildings

Extending the physical scope of gas piping inspections.

Dromm

Prohibit the imposition of different rates for disability insurance
premiums based on gender. (A.6642/S.1187)
Equal employment practices commission ensuring equal
employment opportunity with NYC for sexual orientation and
gender identity minority groups.

Dromm

Requiring the DCAS to ensure equal employment opportunity for
sexual orientation and gender identity minority groups at NYC
agencies.

Dromm

Ensuring the dept of small business services requires equal
employment opportunity for sexual orientation and gender
identity minority groups in contracting with the city of NY.
Documents required for proof of occupancy for relocation
services.

Dromm

Office of the taxpayer advocate.

Gjonaj

INVEST in America Act (H.R. 3684)

Dromm

Res 1727

Finance
Resiliency and
Waterfronts

Int 2385

Environmental
Protection

Kallos

Establishing a photo noise violation monitoring device program
for motor vehicles.

Int 2386

Technology

Kallos

Collaborative software purchasing.

Int 2387

Technology

Kallos

Free and open source software.

Int 2388

Parks and Recreation Koo

Int 2389

Civil and Human
Rights

Res 1728

Land Use

Int 2391

Criminal Justice

Powers
Public Advocate
Williams

Int 2392

Criminal Justice

Public Advocate
Williams

Int 2393

Small Business

Vallone

Lander

Installation of life rings in city parks and beaches.
Prohibiting discrimination on the basis of a person’s height or
weight in opportunities of employment, housing, and access to
public accommodations.
Dept of City Planning to refer out, by the end of 2021, an
amendment to the text of the Zoning Resolution to allow dancing
and entertainment as-of-right in all eating and drinking
establishments.
Requiring a report on voter registration in city jails.
Dyslexia screening and treatment in city jails.
Requiring the dept of small business services to coordinate with
community-based organizations for the purpose of providing
information in certain specified languages.
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City Jails Monitor Signals Crisis at Rikers
This week, the federal monitor assigned to oversee city jails sent a letter warning of a disorder
and chaos in the city’s jails. According to the letter, staffing shortages have resulted in security lapses,
breaches, as well as an increase in attacks on correction officers and use of force incidents.
Approximately 3,000 of the department’s 8,500 officers were either on sick leave or on restricted duty as
of July. At the same time, the population of Rikers is up approximately 49% from where it was in July
2020. The staffing crisis has also led to incarcerated individuals missing medical appointments.

Coming Up
New York State
Tuesday, September 14th, 10:00 a.m.
To Evaluate the Current Workforce Challenges of the I/DD Service Delivery System
Senate Committee on Disabilities
Van Buren Hearing Room A, Legislative Office Building, 2nd Floor, Albany,

Monday, September 20th, 11:00 a.m.
Neonicotinoid Pesticides
Assembly Committee on Environmental Conservation
Roosevelt Hearing Room C, Legislative Office Building, 2nd Floor, Albany,

New York City
Wednesday, September 1st, 10:00 AM
Oversight - Fall 2021 School Reopening Protocols
City Council Committee on Education
Council Chambers - City Hall (Overflow Room for additional public viewing at 250 Broadway)

Friday, September 10th, 10:00 AM
Oversight - Update on Mental Health Resources for Students at CUNY
City Council Committee on Higher Education
Council Chambers - City Hall (Overflow Room for additional public viewing at 250 Broadway)

Monday, September 13th, 11:00 AM
Multiple Bills
City Council Committee on Housing and Buildings
Council Chambers - City Hall (Overflow Room for additional public viewing at 250 Broadway)
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Tuesday, September 14th, 10:00 AM
Oversight - Mandated COVID-19 Vaccinations and Testing for All Municipal Workers
City Council Committee on Health & Committee on Hospitals
Council Chambers - City Hall (Overflow Room for additional public viewing at 250 Broadway)

Tuesday, September 14th, 12:00 PM
Oversight - The Reopening of Culture in New York: The Return of Indoor Programs, Open Culture,
and COVID-19
City Council Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations
Committee Room - City Hall (Overflow Room for additional public viewing at 250 Broadway)

Tuesday, September 14th, 3:00 PM
Oversight - Utilities in Public Housing and NYCHA’s Winter Preparedness
City Council Committee on Public Housing
Committee Room - City Hall (Overflow Room for additional public viewing at 250 Broadway)

Wednesday, September 15th, 10:00 AM
Oversight - The Condition in Our City's Jails
City Council Committee on Criminal Justice
Council Chambers - City Hall (Overflow Room for additional public viewing at 250 Broadway)

Friday, September 17th, 9:00 AM
Oversight - Coordinating City Agencies to Address Serious Mental Illness
City Council Committee on Mental Health, Disabilities and Addiction
Committee Room - City Hall (Overflow Room for additional public viewing at 250 Broadway)

Friday, September 24th, 9:00 AM
Oversight - NYC Interns and Residents’ Wellness and Health
City Council Committee on Hospitals
Committee Room - City Hall (Overflow Room for additional public viewing at 250 Broadway)

___________________________________________________________________________________
Disclaimer: The materials in this This Week in New York report are provided for informational
purposes only and are not intended to be a comprehensive review of legislative or governmental or
political developments, to create a client-consultant/lobbyist relationship, or to provide consulting,
lobbying or political advice. Readers are cautioned not to attempt to solve specific problems on the basis
of information contained in this This Week in New York. If consulting, lobbying or government
relations advice is required, please consult a professional expert in such matters. The information
contained herein, does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, or any of
its members or employees or its clients. Neither Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, nor its members or
employees make any warranty, expressed or implied, and assume no legal liability with respect to the
information in this report, and do not guarantee that the information is accurate, complete, useful or
current. Accordingly, Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC is not responsible for any claimed damages
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resulting from any alleged error, inaccuracy, or omission. This communication may be considered an
advertisement or solicitation.
To request that copies of this publication be sent to a new address or fax number, to unsubscribe, or to
comment on its contents, please contact Theresa Cosgrove at tcosgrove@pittabishop.com or at (518)
449-3320.
To Our Clients: If you have any questions regarding any of the matters addressed in this newsletter, or
regarding any legislative, government relations or political or consulting or related issues in general,
please contact the Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC professional with whom you usually work.
This Week in New York is a publication of Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC.
120 Broadway, 28th Floor
New York, New York 10271
Telephone (212) 652-3890
Facsimile (212) 652-3891
25 Hyatt Street, St. 202
Staten Island, New York 10301
Telephone (718) 943-1050
Facsimile (718) 943-1051

111 Washington Avenue, St. 401
Albany, New York 12210
Telephone (518) 449-3320
Facsimile (518) 449-5812
1220 19th Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20036
Telephone (202) 964-4753
Facsimile (202) 964-5754
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