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In the News – State  

 

Governor Cuomo Sends Video to  

President Trump Exposing Gateway Tunnel  

Corrosion and Damage 
 

Governor Andrew Cuomo this week sent a video to President Trump exposing the corrosion and 

damage at the Gateway Tunnel. The Governor is calling upon the federal government to fund its share of 

the Gateway Tunnel project, a portion of the Northeast Corridor (NEC) that connects New York and New 

Jersey.  

 

       The Gateway Tunnel Project is a 

phased renovation of the NEC rail 

line running between Newark Penn 

Station and New York Penn Station. 

The project includes new tunnels 

under Bergen Hill and the Hudson 

River. Governor Cuomo toured the 

Tunnel to gather footage to 

demonstrate the damage.   

 

During Superstorm Sandy, both tubes in the North River Tunnel were inundated with seawater, 

causing falling concrete, corroded electrical cabling and standing water damage. The damage caused 

by Superstorm Sandy has been compounded by the tunnel's age and the intensity of its current use.  

The video is available on YouTube here and in TV quality (h.264, mp4) format here. 

 

“… these tunnels, [were] basically built in cast iron tubes that 

are laid on the river bed and over time sink into the silt of the river bed, 

but they are not deep tunnels—maybe about 20 feet in the silt of the 

river bed. So, the water intrusion is 

an ongoing issue,” Governor Cuomo 

explained.  “… And people think 

that a tunnel can fill with salt water 

and then you pump out the salt water 

and everything's fine—that's not 

actually the case. Much of the residue remains and continues to do 

damage…We've been talking about it in the abstract; we thought it 

would be good if people actually saw the tunnel, saw what we're talking about so you have a deeper 

appreciation of it.” 
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https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-b-roll-photos-rush-transcript-governor-cuomo-tours-gateway-tunnel-expose-corrosion-damage
https://youtu.be/a_hKH7aHNMY
https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/fr3DM1DZYy
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NYS Workers 

Compensation Board 

Virtual Hearings  

After Successful Pilot, Injured Workers & Other Participants Can Choose to Attend 

Hearings Remotely 

New York State Workers’ Compensation Board (Board) Chair Clarissa M. Rodriguez this week 

announced the Board has launched an initiative that allows injured workers and other participants to 

attend workers’ compensation hearings remotely from their homes or offices.  

 

The Board developed virtual hearings in partnership with the State Office of Information 

Technology Services to give all parties involved the option of using a smart phone, tablet or computer to 

attend hearings.  Parties may still choose to attend in-person if they prefer. 

 

“This state-of-the-art, secure technology removes obstacles and stress for hard-working New 

Yorkers who were injured on the job, as well as for business owners and the professionals who 

participate in the system,” Board Chair Rodriquez said. “Virtual hearings allow injured workers to 

remain in their homes and other participants to attend from their workplaces. Our successful pilot and 

now statewide launch demonstrate New York’s commitment to helping people hurt on the job.” 

 

Virtual hearings were first tested in the Capital District Office in Menands in November 2017, 

then rolled out across the state. Since the beginning of the pilot, more than 33,000 hearings have included 

at least one party who appeared remotely, successfully connecting injured workers, law judges and 

representatives from all over New York and nationally. The Board has trained more than 780 participants 

on the system, including law judges and other staff, attorneys and legal representatives.  

 

To participate in a virtual hearing, the party of interest needs a smart phone, tablet or computer 

with a microphone and video camera, as well as a high-speed internet connection. All participants can see 

and hear each other on their respective screens. Additionally, workers’ compensation law judges can 

share claim documents with all involved parties. The Board is also developing a mobile app, for future 

release, that parties may download and use to attend hearings. 

 

“Virtual hearings save injured workers the burden of travel, which is particularly helpful for 

someone with impaired mobility, especially during the harsh winter months,” Chair Rodriguez said. 

“They make it easier for injured workers to receive benefits and for other parties, such as employers and 

attorneys, to participate in the workers’ compensation system.” 

 

Board Chair Rodriquez explained that many workers’ compensation hearings last less than 10 

minutes with injured workers losing time from work traveling to Board offices.  
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Bills Delivered to the Governor 

  

A1050A (Sponsored by M of A Stirpe / Senator Bonacic) -- Relates to establishing a court-appointed 

special advocates program to aid the family court.  

A1206 (Sponsored by M of A Cusick / Senator Lanza) -- Relates to use of personal confidential 

information received from veterans or family members of veterans receiving services from the state. 

A7470 (Sponsored by M of A Davila / Senator Comrie) -- Relates to the preparation of educational 

materials relating to substance abuse among students.  

A10864 (Sponsored by M of A Hyndman / M of A LaValle) -- Relates to eligibility for the science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics program.  

S6882A (Sponsored by Senator Tedisco / M of A Gottfired) -- Provides that policies and contracts 

covering diagnostic screening for prostate cancer shall not be subject to cost sharing. 

S7170A (Sponsored by Senator Serino / M of A Hunter) -- Establishes a Lyme and tick-borne disease 

working group to review current best practices for the diagnosis, treatment and prevention of Lyme and 

tick-borne diseases. 

S7242 (Sponsored by Senator Serino / M of A Barett) -- Directing the New York State Office of Parks, 

Recreation and Historic Preservation to install and maintain tick warning signs at all state-managed 

parks, including trail entryways and campgrounds. 

S7331 (Sponsored by Senator Golden / M of A DenDekker) -- Allow expanded choice of hybrid electric 

vehicles as taxicabs in the city of New York. 

S7713B (Sponsored by Senator Hannon / M of A Gottfried) -- Authorizes a patient's attending nurse 

practitioner to witness the patient's execution of a health care proxy.  

S8175 (Sponsored by Senator Marcellino / M of A Cusick) -- Relates to the calculation of nonpublic 

schools' eligibility to receive aid.  

S8639C (Sponsored by Senator LaValle / M of A Magnarelli - Rules) -- Relates to standardized test 

administration.  

S8805 (Sponsored by Senator Rules / M of A Hooper) -- Relates to salary adjustments according to plan 

and step-ups or increments.  

S8829 (Sponsored by Senator Hannon / M of A Mikulin) -- Relates to the Nassau county civil divisions 

act. 
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In the News – City  

 

NYC Agrees to  

Paid Sick Leave For  

9/11 Responders 
 

 
(AP Photo) 

 

Mayor Bill de Blasio and organized labor leaders this week announced that the City will provide 

Unlimited 9/11 Sick Leave to City workers who participated in World Trade Center rescue, recovery and 

cleanup operations and contracted a 9/11-related illness.  

 

According to the Mayor, unlimited 9/11 Sick Leave will be provided to employees in a range of 

titles across several City agencies, including employees of the union’s various divisions such as 

Emergency Medical Technicians, peace officers, laborers, engineers, and others. This sick leave is 

retroactive to September 11, 2001 and leave taken since then that has been verified to cope with a 

certified 9/11-related illness will be restored.  It is estimated that approximately 2,000 active employees 

will be covered by this agreement, which will form the basis for additional agreements with unions 

representing other eligible employees.  

 

“My Administration has been working around the clock to provide the unlimited sick leave our 

brave City workers deserve,” said Mayor Bill de Blasio. “I want to thank and commend these heroes for 

putting their lives on the line and for helping us rebound into a stronger, safer and more resilient city..." 

 

The agreement follows pressure from State and local officials including Senator Marty Golden (R 

Brooklyn), Assemblymember Stacey Pheffer Amato (D Queens) and Manhattan Borough President Gail 

Brewer who called for immediate action for the 9/11 responders.   Also, the City newspapers, including 

the Daily News, detailed a number of cases in which impacted city 9/11 employees were forced to retire 

or continue to work as they fight terminal cancers. 

 

Under the agreement which following the 9/11 medical determinations process for firefighters, 

Emergency Medical Technicians must obtain a diagnosis confirming that they have a 9/11-related illness 

from an FDNY medical doctor in the FDNY Bureau of Health Services. Other City employees will be 

able to obtain a diagnosis from medical doctors in the World Trade Center Health Program’s Centers of 

Excellence, created under the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act of 2010. For both 

groups of City employees, any federal certification confirming the diagnosis of a 9/11-related illness that 

was issued prior to this agreement will qualify them for Unlimited 9/11 Sick Leave. These employees 

may continue to receive medical treatment from the WTC Health Program’s Clinical Centers of 

Excellence in which they are enrolled.  
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In addition, eligible employees need not exhaust existing leave balances before they have access 

to Unlimited 9/11 Sick Leave, which allows them to use sick leave for a non-9/11 illness over the course 

of their employment. Any accrued sick leave time that a member has remaining upon retirement shall 

have deducted from it the amount of any Unlimited 9/11 Sick Leave used. 

 

The unlimited sick leave covered by this agreement is in addition to any other benefits to which 

individuals suffering from 9/11 conditions may be entitled, including benefits under the federal 

September 11th Victim Compensation Fund. Pitta Bishop’s affiliate, Pitta & Baione LLP, focuses its 

practice on representing claimants before the VCF and is available to advise potential claimants about 

eligibility and to file claims on their behalf. 

 

 

NYC Charter Revision 

Commission Launches TV 

Spot “Flip”  
  

 

 

The New York City Charter Revision Commission unveiled a new TV ad titled ‘Flip,’ reminding 

New Yorkers about the three questions that will appear on their ballots in the November 6th General 

Election.  

 

The ad will run through the General Election and is part of the Commission's work informing 

New Yorkers about the ballot questions. The video features Commissioners from the New York City 

Charter Revision Commission flipping over a mock ballot to remind voters to vote on the proposals. 

  

“New Yorkers are going to have a real say in the future of their city on November 6th and this 

new TV ad is another way we’re going to remind New Yorkers about their choice,” said New York City 

Charter Revision Commission Chair Cesar A. Perales. “The Charter Revision Commission has taken 

public outreach very seriously and we’re committed to ensuring that members of the public understand 

what they are voting on in two weeks.” 

 

The three ballot questions, developed through a public process by the 2018 New York 

City Charter Revision Commission, propose changes intended to increase participation in the city’s 

democracy. The questions include changes in the City’s campaign finance system, community boards, 

and the creation of a new civic engagement commission, which would be responsible for implementing 

citywide participatory budgeting and a language interpreter poll site program, among other initiatives. 

The Commission has also launched a new website, FlipYourBallot.nyc, where New Yorkers can 

learn more about the ballot questions. 

 

 

 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/y8VPCL955oFl3BKhqDixZ
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/VWgjCM855pHvJBXuJ61ci
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In November voters will consider three proposals to amend New York City’s Charter: 

  

 Campaign Finance: Lower contribution limits, increase public matching funds available to 

participating candidates and make funds available earlier in the process. 

  

 Civic Engagement: Establish a Civic Engagement Commission that would be responsible for 

implementing a citywide participatory budgeting program, partnering with community-based 

organizations, civic leaders and other City agencies in civic engagement efforts, and establishing a 

program to provide language interpreters at City poll sites. 

  

 Community Boards: Impose term limits on Community Board members, create standard board 

membership application requirements and provide community boards with additional resources, such 

as urban planning and language access assistance. 

 

Briefs 
 

 

Governor Cuomo Doubles Security at Critical NY Infrastructure Points 

After Explosive Devices Found  

     
   Following the terror threats in New York, Governor Andrew Cuomo has ordered double security 

at bridges, tunnels, airports and mass transit systems.  

   

"Public safety is our number one priority, and we are taking all necessary precautions to ensure 

the safety and security of New Yorkers. Out of an abundance of caution, I am deploying 100 additional 

National Guard soldiers and directing State law enforcement to double security at vital assets across New 

York, including LaGuardia and JFK, mass transit systems, and bridges and tunnels,” Governor Cuomo 

explained. 

 

 The bridges and tunnels include the Staten Island crossings, the George Washington, RFK, 

Verrazzano-Narrows, Bronx-Whitestone, Throgs Neck, Henry Hudson, Marine Parkway-Gil Hodges 

Memorial, Cross Bay Veterans Memorial and Mario M. Cuomo Bridges and the Lincoln, Holland, Hugh 

L. Carey and Queens Midtown Tunnels.  

  

"As New Yorkers, we understand the dangers of our times and — just as we have done since the 

first bombing of the World Trade Center 25 years ago — we will stand up and stand together against 

them,” Governor Cuomo said.  "New Yorkers have never succumbed to fear or intimidation, and today 

will be no different. We are tough, we are resilient and we will not allow terrorist thugs to change the 

way we lead our lives. We will not let terrorism win — not today, not ever." 
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A.G. Lawsuit Against Exxon Mobil For Defrauding Investors Regarding 

Financial Risks From Climate Change Regulations 

Attorney General Barbara Underwood filed a lawsuit in New York State Supreme Court, New 

York County against Exxon Mobil Corporation (“Exxon”), alleging that the company misled investors 

regarding the risk that climate change regulations posed to its business.   

According to the complaint, Exxon assured investors that it was accounting for the likelihood of 

increasingly stringent regulation of greenhouse gas emissions by applying an escalating cost of those 

emissions (“proxy costs”) to its business planning and investment decisions.   However, the complaint 

alleges that Exxon frequently did not apply the proxy costs as represented in its business activities. 

Instead, in many cases Exxon applied much lower proxy costs or no proxy cost at all. 

 

The suit seeks an order prohibiting Exxon from continuing to misrepresent its practices in this area, 

and requiring it to correct its past misrepresentations.   Additionally, the complaint requests the court to 

direct a comprehensive review of Exxon’s failure to apply a proxy cost consistent with its 

representations, and the economic and financial consequences of that failure.   

 

 

State BOE Allows Use of Campaign Funds For Child Care 

 

The state Board of Elections this week adopted an advisory opinion that would allow candidates 

to use campaign funds for child care services, according to published reports. 

 

Earlier this year, the Federal Elections Commission reaffirmed that candidates for federal office 

could use donations to pay for child care.   The initial FEC guidance was first issued in 1995 (McCrery).   

The State opinion, approved unanimously, came after the board received questions on the issue.  

 

 “The Board concludes campaign funds thus may be used to pay childcare expenses if the 

expenses are incurred as a direct result of the guardian’s participation in a campaign activity,” the 

advisory rule states. “Conversely, if the expenses are not a direct result of an activity solely for the 

campaign, then campaign funds may not be used for childcare expenses.” 

 

 

 

JCOPE Releases 2018 Mid-Year Lobbying Data 
 

Organizations spent $129.9 million between January and June 2018 on lobbying efforts, 

according to data released this week by the Joint Commission on Public Ethics ("Commission"). This 

represents a more than $8 million increase – or about 6.7 percent – over lobbying expenditures during the 

same period in 2017.  The midyear figures come from data submitted to JCOPE covering lobbying 

activities from January 1 through June 30, 2018.   

 

 

 

https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/summons_and_complaint_0.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/summons_and_complaint_0.pdf
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Among these top lobbying spenders for the first part of the year was 1199 SEIU Labor 

Management Initiatives, Inc. Healthcare Education Project, which led all organizations with more than 

$3.6 million in lobbying expenditures. Other top spenders were the Greater New York Hospital 

Association, Inc. ($2.28 million), NYS Nurses Association ($1.4 million), Uber Technologies, Inc. ($1.3 

million), and NYS Laborers-Employers Cooperation & Education Trust ($1.18 million). 

 

The data shows that approximately $113 million of the total lobbying spending for the first half of 

2018 went to compensation for retained and in-house lobbyists. About $4.7 million was spent on 

advertising, $789,000 on events, and the remainder on other lobbying-related expenses. As of June 30, 

2018, there were 7,444 individual, representing 4,712 clients.   

 

      Top 10 Retained Lobbyists 

                            (Total Compensation and Reimbursed Expenses) 

     January through June 2018 
 

LOBBYIST NAME      TOTALS 

KASIRER, LLC       $6,278,107 
 

BROWN & WEINRAUB, PLLC     $6,020,618 
 

BOLTON ST. JOHNS, LLC    $4,864,202 
 

GREENBERG TRAURIG, LLP     $4,743,281 
 

SKDKNICKERBOCKER LLC     $4,138,099 
 

HINMAN STRAUB ADVISORS, LLC   $3,342,337 
 

OSTROFF ASSOCIATES, INC.      $3,153,045 
 

CAPALINO, JAMES F. & ASSOCIATES, INC.       $3,000,715 
 

PARK STRATEGIES, LLC     $2,549,462 
 

PITTA BISHOP & DEL GIORNO LLC     $2,524,623 
    

 

 

 

NYC Health + Hospitals Urgent Care Clinic Opens in Queens 
  

New ExpressCare clinics will offer, quick access to medical care for non-life-threatening conditions 

and offer built-in connection to primary care physicians to ensure continuity of care for nearly 45,000 

New Yorkers 

  

NYC Health + Hospitals this week marked the official opening of the public health system’s new 

ExpressCare clinic at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst – one of three new urgent care centers that will 

provide faster access to medical care for patients who face non-life-threatening conditions.    The urgent 

care clinics will be open for select hours year-round, 7 days a week and will ease overcrowding in three 

public hospital emergency rooms. 
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  NYC Health + Hospitals is investing between $1.5 and $2 million to set up each of the three new 

ExpressCare clinics inside the hospital buildings and within a short distance from the emergency rooms. 

In addition to the ExpressCare clinic at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, the City has NYC Health + 

Hospitals/Lincoln, which opened in August, and NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi, slated to open in March 

2019. 

  

The urgent care clinics will be open year-round, 7 days a week, from 4 p.m. to 1 a.m. at NYC 

Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, and from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. weekdays (10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekends and 

holidays) at NYC Health + Hospitals/Lincoln. 

 

 

Coming Up 

 

New York State 
Friday November 16th  

Recycling 

Assembly Standing Committee on Environmental Conservation, Roosevelt Hearing Room C, Legislative 

Office Building, 2nd Floor, Albany, 11:30 a.m. 

 

Electronic filing of court papers 

Assembly Standing Committee on Judiciary, Assembly Hearing Room, 250 Broadway, Room 1923, 19th 

Floor, New York, 10 a.m. 

 

New York City 
Monday October 29th   

Committee on Transportation, Council Chambers – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

 

Committee on Veterans, Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor, 1 p.m. 

 

Tuesday October 30th   
Committee on Health, Committee Room – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

 

Committee on Public Housing, Council Chambers – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

 

Committee on For-Hire Vehicles, Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor, 11 a.m. 

Committee on Governmental Operations, Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor, 12 p.m. 

 

Committee on Education, Council Chambers – City Hall, 1 p.m.  
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Wednesday October 31th   
City Council Stated Meeting, Council Chambers – City Hall, 1:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday November 1st  
Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises, Council Chambers – City Hall, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting & Maritime Uses, Committee Rm – 250 Broadway, 11 a.m. 

 

Subcommittee on Planning, Dispositions & Concessions, Committee Rm – 250 Broadway, 2 p.m. 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Disclaimer:  The materials in this This Week in New York report are provided for informational 

purposes only and are not intended to be a comprehensive review of legislative or governmental or 

political developments, to create a client-consultant/lobbyist relationship, or to provide consulting, 

lobbying or political advice.  Readers are cautioned not to attempt to solve specific problems on the basis 

of information contained in this This Week in New York.  If consulting, lobbying or government 

relations advice is required, please consult a professional expert in such matters.  The information 

contained herein, does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, or any of 

its members or employees or its clients.  Neither Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, nor its members or 

employees make any warranty, expressed or implied, and assume no legal liability with respect to the 

information in this report, and do not guarantee that the information is accurate, complete, useful or 

current.  Accordingly, Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC is not responsible for any claimed damages 

resulting from any alleged error, inaccuracy, or omission.  This communication may be considered an 

advertisement or solicitation. 

  To request that copies of this publication be sent to a new address or fax number, to unsubscribe, or to     

  comment on its contents, please contact Theresa Cosgrove at tcosgrove@pittabishop.com or at (518)  

  449-3320.        
To Our Clients:  If you have any questions regarding any of the matters addressed in this newsletter, or 

regarding any legislative, government relations or political or consulting or related issues in general, 

please contact the Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC professional with whom you usually work. 
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