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Happy Columbus Day 

    
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC 
We also would like to thank Governor Andrew Cuomo for his efforts to get the  

Columbus Circle Statue listed on the National Register of Historic Places last year.  

 

In the News – State 
 

MTA Train Safety Task Force:    

We Can Go Faster 
 

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

(MTA) this week announced preliminary findings of the 

Train Speed and Safety Task Force that demonstrate 

subway train speeds on certain sections of track can be 

increased by as much as 50 percent.  

The task force initiated a study with engineering 

firm STV, with the help of Transport Workers Union.   

The study continues, but has already determined four 

core areas of focus that would lead to faster trains while 

prioritizing customer and employee safety. 
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Ronnie Hakim, Managing Director MTA, Governor 

Andrew Cuomo, Jane Garvey, Chair MTA Train 

Speed & Safety Task Force, Earl Phillips, Secretary-

Treasurer TWU Local 100. 

http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/albanyrich/cap1.jpg
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The task force’s initial work examined stretches of track from 14 St to 34 St-Penn Station on the 

Seventh Avenue  lines and in Manhattan to the 34 St-Hudson Yards terminal of the 

Flushing  line. The task force determined the following areas of focus to identify tracks where speeds 

could be safely raised: Reducing running times through straight tracks and interlockings, improving 

running times through curves, alleviating bottlenecks and fine-tuning schedules to optimize train 

movement, and updating speed signage to increase train operator confidence.  

 

The next step is for the task force to examine appropriate and safe speed limits using train 

operation testing in actual conditions to determine running speeds in different configurations.  

 

“Our modern trains are better designed than our older fleet, and we have new tracks and 

continuous welded rail, better water drainage, improved electric service and interlockings, all of which 

means we can safely increase speeds beyond those set 20 years ago,” said MTA Managing Director 

Veronique Hakim.  

 

According to the MTA, over the course of the subway system’s 100 years of operation, various 

measures were implemented to ensure that trains did not go faster than the conditions they could handle.   

For example, two fatal incidents at 14 St-Union Square in 1991 and on the Williamsburg Bridge in 1995 

cumulatively led to subway trains operating at slower speeds. Also, the MTA did not complete a speed 

and safety review it had started and the trains remained operating at slower speeds with devices installed 

to limit train acceleration. 

 

Ms. Hakim also noted that the slowdown was further compounded by the practice of train 

operators controlling trains, some of whom believed that the signal system was not properly calibrated, at 

speeds below the posted limits due to the perception they would be unfairly penalized. The result led to 

operators driving even slower than posted speed limits.  

 

Under the task force’s preliminary recommendations, NYC Transit will coordinate with the TWU 

to ensure that mis-calibrated timed signal timers have been fixed and that operators will not be penalized. 

Overall, the task force’s findings build on the success of NYC Transit’s Save Safe Seconds effort to 

increase subway speed limits by locating and fixing mis-calibrated signals in parts of the system. The 

task force’s continuing work will expand the number of locations where speeds could be raised, and 

increase operator confidence thanks to coordinated efforts with Transit’s labor partners. 

 

Final recommendations from the task force will be sent to MTA Chairman Patrick Foye for 

review and approval by the end of 2019. 

 

 “Our Train Operators want to get riders to their destinations as quickly as possible while 

maintaining safety, and it’s frustrating for both passengers and our workers to endure delays due to 

unnecessary speed restrictions or signal issues,” said Earl Phillips, Secretary-Treasurer of TWU Local 

100. “The initial findings of the Train Speed and Safety Task Force are incredibly promising, and most 

importantly, when these recommendations are complete I have no doubt that our confidence in the 

system will be restored and it will result in a fairer system for our operators and a better experience for 

riders.” 
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Chapters of the Laws of 2019 

 
 

Chapter 358 – Sponsored by M of A Braunstein / Senator Liu -- Prohibits emergency service providers 

from selling patient health information without written consent. 

 

Chapter 359 – Sponsored by M of A Lentol / Senator Bailey -- Relates to sealing petty offenses. 

 

Chapter 360 – Sponsored by Senator Persaud / M of A Solages -- Relates to the performance of a pelvic 

examination on an anesthetized or unconscious person. 

 

Bills Delivered to the Governor 
 

A264B Sponsored by M of A Cahill/Senator Krueger - Establishes patient protections from excessive 

hospital emergency charges; includes hospital charges, including hospital charges for inpatient services 

which follow an emergency room visit. 

A2653A – Sponsored by M of A Dinowitz / Senator Kavanagh -- Increases the monetary exclusion on 

the requirement of plain language in consumer contracts. 

 

A4079B Sponsored by M of A Joyner (Senator Gounardes) - Relates to increasing certain special 

accidental death benefits; increases the special accidental death benefit paid to a widow or widower or the 

deceased member's children under the age of eighteen, or if a student, under the age of twenty-three. 

S748 – Sponsored by Senator Montgomery / M of A Crespo -- Provides an excuse or postponement from 

jury duty for breastfeeding women. 

 

S2714 – Sponsored by Senator Savino / M of A Jaffee -- Relates to services for relative and non-relative 

kinship caregivers. 

 

S3965A – Sponsored by Senator Kennedy / M of A Cusick -- Relates to establishing a pre-licensing 

course internet program. 

 

S4572 – Sponsored by Senator Kaminsky / M of A Lentol -- Relates to presidential reprieve, pardon or 

other form of clemency and previous prosecution. 

 

S6198 – Sponsored by Senator Kaplan / M of A Ryan -- Relates to an advisory panel on employee-

owned enterprises within the division of small business services. 

 

S6544A – Sponsored by Senator Krueger / M of A Cahill -- Establishes protections from excess hospital 

charges. 
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In the News – City 
 

 

 Comptroller DiNapoli: People With 

Disabilities in New York City Have 

Higher Unemployment Rates 

and Lower Incomes 
 

People with disabilities in New York City make 20 percent less than those without disabilities and 

face obstacles to employment and higher rates of poverty than those without disabilities, according to 

a report released yesterday by New York State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli. 

 

 “There is a stark disparity in employment rates and wages for people with disabilities,” said 

Comptroller DiNapoli. “A recent study shows that when businesses embrace disability inclusion, it 

benefits the corporation and its shareholders. There are some positive signs that companies are opening 

up jobs to people with disabilities, but more needs to be done to get employers to recognize that inclusion 

is a smart business decision.” 

 

 Comptroller DiNapoli’s report focuses on New York City and is based on U.S. Census figures 

from 2017. There were 930,100 people with disabilities residing in the city, representing 11 percent of 

the total population.  

 

The unemployment rate for people with disabilities residing in New York City fell to 14.7 percent 

by 2017, but it was far higher than for those without disabilities (6 percent). African-Americans (18.9 

percent) and Hispanics (15.3 percent) with disabilities had higher unemployment rates than whites (14.3 

percent) and Asians (13.4 percent). A larger share of individuals with disabilities were employed part-

time (36 percent) compared to those without disabilities (27 percent). Workers with disabilities also 

earned 20 percent less. 

 

The Comptroller also found: 

 

 In 2017, 65 percent of people with disabilities in New York City between the ages of 18 and 

64 were either unemployed or not actively seeking employment. The share rises to 79 percent 

for those age 16 and over. 

 Of the 259,400 working-age city residents with disabilities not in the labor force (i.e., 

unemployed and not actively seeking employment), nearly two-thirds had at least a high 

school diploma, with one-third having at least some college experience. 

 The median earnings for residents with disabilities was $32,000 in 2017, 20 percent less than 

those without disabilities. 

 Overall, 34 percent of working age residents with disabilities had incomes below the federal 

poverty level, more than twice the share for those without disabilities (14 percent). 

https://www.osc.state.ny.us/osdc/rpt7-2020.pdf
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 The U.S. Census Bureau has begun to release data for 2018, which indicates that the number 

of people with disabilities with jobs declined in 2018 after increasing in the two prior years. 
 

According to the Comptroller, nationwide, half of all people with disabilities who were not 

working reported some type of barrier to employment, including lack of education or training, lack of 

transportation, the need for accommodations and the person's own disability, according to the U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics. For these and other reasons, there is a wide disparity between the labor force 

participation rates for people with and without disabilities. 
 

 

Briefs 
 

 

United States Congressional Representative Nita Lowey Is Retiring 
 

U.S. Representative Nita M. Lowey, the first woman to lead the House Appropriations 

Committee, announced Thursday that she would not seek re-election in 2020. 

 

Congresswomen Lowey, 82, was first elected in 1988. She represents the northern suburbs of 

New York City, including Westchester and Rockland Counties. 

 

New York State Has a $1.4 Billion Surplus for the Basic Health Program 

  

            New York’s Basic Health Program, called the Essential Plan, has a $1.4 billion surplus. The 

Essential Plan provides a no or low-cost health insurance option to individuals who earn less than twice 

the federal poverty limit and who are ineligible for Medicaid. About 800,000 New Yorkers use the 

program. 

  

The federal government gives New York 95 percent of the amount that enrollees would have 

received in tax credits and cost-sharing reductions had they enrolled in insurance purchased from the 

Affordable Care Act marketplace.   This large surplus is a result of repealing the individual mandate from 

the Affordable Care Act. With the repeal of the individual mandate insurance premiums prices have 

increased. The increase in premiums increases the subsidy to individuals and leads to the federal 

government giving more money to the Essential Plan. 

  

The Affordable Care Act limits how the state can spend this money to either expanding benefits 

or coverage. Options on how to spend the surplus include covering undocumented immigrants or to 

increase rates to hospitals and other providers. 

  

The state may also save the surplus and wait to see how the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services changes its future payment calculations for the Basic Health Program. A new calculation 

could result in a 3% cut to the current payment New York receives from federal spending. 
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Attorney General James Sues NYCharities.org For Missing Funds 

Attorney General Letitia James this week sued NYCharities.org, an online fundraising platform, 

for failing to distribute more than $750,000 in contributions to charities throughout New York. 

The lawsuit, filed in New York State Supreme Court, follows an investigation conducted by the 

Attorney General’s Charities Bureau, which received more than 125 complaints from New York State 

charities. The complaints allege that those charities, which had entrusted NYCharities.org; to collect 

contributions on their behalf, have not received those contributions since May 2019. The claims of 

unpaid contributions range from $200 to more than $100,000. 

The lawsuit seeks a preliminary injunction freezing NYCharities.org’s bank accounts, an 

accounting of all funds collected on behalf of New York charities, and appointment of a receiver to 

oversee payment of those funds to the charities to which they belong. The Attorney General is also 

seeking to bar NYCharities.org permanently from conducting any activity in New York. 

New Gateway Development Commission is Appointed 

Amtrak Chairman Tony Coscia is the railroad company’s appointment to the Gateway 

Development Commission, a new bi-state agency charged with overseeing construction of the Hudson 

River rail tunnel.   Mr. Coscia will join six other board members appointed this week by New York 

Governor Andrew Cuomo and New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy. 

Governor Cuomo appointed New York State Department of Transportation Commissioner Marie 

Therese Dominguez, Thruway Authority Project Director Jamey Barbas, and Steven Cohen, the 

Governor’s former secretary.  

Governor Murphy nominated environmental attorney Janine Bauer, a partner at Szaferman 

Lakind; Balpreet Grewal Virk, the Director of Community Engagement in the Department of Population 

Health at Hackensack Meridian Health.  Jerry Zaro, a real estate lawyer and the current chairman of the 

existing Gateway corporation, will remain on the new commission. 

The new commission was created by legislation signed earlier this year by both Governors.  The 

Port Authority of New York and New Jersey has been serving a short-term project sponsor until the 

commission formed. 

 

Governor Cuomo Issues Letter to MTA Chair and CEO Foye  

Calling for Forensic Audit of MTA Capital Plan 
 

Governor Andrew Cuomo this week issued a letter to Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

(MTA) Chair and CEO Pat Foye calling for  timely completion of an MTA forensic audit, as required 

under legislation enacted earlier this year.   In the letter, the Governor also called for an Inspector General 

review of the integrity of the MTA's procurement and inventory control systems.   The MTA has recently 

approved a $52 billion Capital Plan. 

 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/stkjCAD995t2AmxtGD7RD
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“The Capital Plan must be reviewed by the CPRB [Capital Plan Review Board], which allows a 

unilateral veto from the Governor, the Mayor of the City of New York, the Speaker of the Assembly, and 

the Senate Leader. Funding for the plan will then be taken up by the New York City Council and the New 

York State Legislature,” Governor Cuomo explained.  “It is essential that this massive investment be 

coupled with confidence in the MTA's ability to efficiently and effectively implement the plan...There is 

much skepticism surrounding the MTA's ability to purchase, construct, repair or administer efficiently. 

We do not want that skepticism to become an obstacle to the necessary investments and improvements 

the Capital Plan provides for the commuters of New York.” 

 

The Governor directed the MTA to request the Inspector General complete the reviews by the end 

of November.   He also asked the MTA to advise the CPRB members as to the delivery date of the audit 

and the availability of the accounting firm to present the findings and to be available for discussion. 

 

Real Estate Group Asserts Thousands of Rent-Controlled Apartments 

Held Out of Market 

 
Changes to the State’s rent control law are keeping thousands of vacant units off the market, 

according to the Community Housing Improvement Program (CHIP), an industry group that represents 

owners and managers of more than 400,000 units.   

 

Rent control laws passed earlier this year limit the amount of investment landlords can recoup to 

$15,000 per unit.  Owners assert that the limit is insufficient to properly renovate an apartment for a new 

occupant.   

 

“The average age of a rent-regulated building is over 70 years old, and the average length of time 

a tenant is in a rent-regulated apartment is 14 years,” Jay Martin, CHIP president, said, in a Crain’s 

article published this week.  “So these apartments need a lot of investment, and many owners don’t feel 

they can get the units to a basic level of habitability for $15,000.” 

 

CHIP announced that it is offering New York City legislators to take a tour of the rent regulated 

apartments as part of its preparation for the upcoming legislative session. 

 

“We want them to see what these rent-regulated units look like,” Martin said. “You tell us if you 

would live here if there was only $15,000 of upgrades.” 

 

Real estate industry groups are proposing revisions to the current law.  Proposals include tapping 

into state or city funds to help subsidize the cost of regulated apartment improvements, either by paying 

for the improvement directly or granting landlords who invest beyond the $15,000 cap property tax 

relief.  
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Coming Up 

 

New York State 

Tuesday October 15th     
To hear from stakeholders on strategies for recuing overdose, improving individual and 

community health, and addressing the harmful consequences of drug use 

Joint Senate Task Force on Opioids, Addiction and Overdoes Prevention 

Patchogue Theatre for the Performing Arts, 71 East Main Street, Patchogue, 10 a.m. 

 

Wednesday October 16th  
Examination of the Gig Economy. To hear from stakeholders within the “Gig Economy” - to 

identify the needs of workers and employers operating outside the traditional employee-employer 

dynamic and determine possible legislative avenues - including S.6538 – The Dependent Worker 

Act’s impact on the workforce 

Senate Standing Committee on Internet and Technology 

Senate Hearing Room, 250 Broadway, 19th Floor, New York, 11 a.m. 

 

Thursday October 17th      
Policing (S3695), repeals provisions relating to personnel records of police officers, firefighters, and 

correctional officers 

Senate Standing Committee on Codes 

Senate Hearing Room, 250 Broadway, 19th Floor, New York, 10 a.m. 

 

Delivery of Veterans’ Services and Programs in New York State 

Joint Assembly Standing Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Assembly Standing Committee on Local 

Governments, Assembly Standing Committee on Cities, and Assembly Subcommittee on Women 

Veterans 

Roosevelt Hearing Room C, Legislative Office Buildings, 2nd Floor, Albany, 11 a.m. 

  

New York City 
Wednesday October 16th  
Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sittings and Dispositions, Committee Room – City Hall, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Committee on Land Use, Committee Room – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

 

Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises, Committee Room – City Hall, 10:30 a.m. 

 

Thursday October 17th  
City Council Stated Meeting, Council Chambers – City Hall, 1:30 p.m. 
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________________________________________________________________________________ 

Disclaimer:  The materials in this This Week in New York report are provided for informational 

purposes only and are not intended to be a comprehensive review of legislative or governmental or 

political developments, to create a client-consultant/lobbyist relationship, or to provide consulting, 

lobbying or political advice.  Readers are cautioned not to attempt to solve specific problems on the basis 

of information contained in this This Week in New York.  If consulting, lobbying or government 

relations advice is required, please consult a professional expert in such matters.  The information 

contained herein, does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, or any of 

its members or employees or its clients.  Neither Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, nor its members or 

employees make any warranty, expressed or implied, and assume no legal liability with respect to the 

information in this report, and do not guarantee that the information is accurate, complete, useful or 

current.  Accordingly, Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC is not responsible for any claimed damages 

resulting from any alleged error, inaccuracy, or omission.  This communication may be considered an 

advertisement or solicitation. 
  
 To request that copies of this publication be sent to a new address or fax number, to unsubscribe, or to     

  comment on its contents, please contact Theresa Cosgrove at tcosgrove@pittabishop.com or at (518)  

  449-3320.        
To Our Clients:  If you have any questions regarding any of the matters addressed in this newsletter, or 

regarding any legislative, government relations or political or consulting or related issues in general, 

please contact the Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC professional with whom you usually work. 

_____________________________________ 
 

This Week in New York is a publication of Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC. 
120 Broadway, 28th Floor     111 Washington Avenue, St. 401   25 Hyatt Street, St. 202 

New York, New York 10271     Albany, New York 12210                Staten Island, New York 10301 

Telephone (212) 652-3890      Telephone (518) 449-3320                  Telephone (718) 943-1050 

Facsimile (212) 652-3891     Facsimile (518) 449-5812    Facsimile (718) 943-1051 
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