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In the News – State & City 
Governor Cuomo 

& Mayor de Blasio:   

10-Point Plan to Transform and 

Fund the MTA 
 

Governor Andrew Cuomo and Mayor Bill de Blasio teamed up this week to push an initiative to 

rework the MTA and create a dedicated funding stream for the agency. The proposal includes the joint 

endorsement of congestion pricing and the reorganization plan. 
 

The plan includes centralizing common functions between the MTA’s six entities (NYC Transit 

Authority, Long Island Railroad, Metro-North, MTA Capital Construction, MTA Bus and Staten Island 

Railway) and a dedicated locked box funded by congestion pricing, New York City’s share of the 

proposed tax on internet sales, and a percentage of the cannabis excise tax. 

 

Representatives of the MTA were in Albany on Thursday to provide the Legislature with 

specifics of the plan and to promote the measure which received a cool reception upon release.  

 

Long Island Senate Democrats said in a joint statement on Wednesday that the proposed 

congestion pricing plan focuses too heavily on bolstering subways in New York City and called for more 

funding for commuter rail that services Suffolk and Nassau counties, as well as Long Island 

representation on a proposed MTA Regional Transit Committee.  The statement came from Senators 

John Brooks, Jim Gaughran, Anna Kaplan, Todd Kaminsky, Monica Martinez, and Kevin Thomas  

 

“We are generally supportive of the concept of decreasing the reliance on automobile trips to New 

York City, while at the same time protecting the environment and easing congestion in Manhattan’s 

Central Business District,” the legislators wrote.  “…We cannot support the proposal in its current state 

and…remain ready to help craft a formula that Long Island commuters will find advantageous.” 

Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins backed her Long Island members. 

“I look forward to working with my Long Island Delegation to ensure that the needs of Long 

Island are met,” she said. “Clearly, there is a need for a dedicated stream of revenue to fix the crumbling 

MTA but any fix must benefit all parts of the MTA.” 

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie, D-Bronx, told reporters more Assembly Democrats are open to 

congestion pricing than when the issue was first proposed.   "I’d say more people are open to it, but by no 

means is it a fait accompli," he said, according to published reports. 

 
 

 

This Week in New York 
Covering New York State and City Government 

A Publication of Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC 

March 1, 2019 Edition 

http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/albanyrich/cap1.jpg


                    This Week In New York/Page 2 

 

Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, 111 Washington Avenue, Albany, New York. (518) 449-3320 

Theresa Cosgrove, editor, tcosgrove@pittabishop.com 

The Governor and Mayor’s 10-point plan includes: 

 
#1.  MTA will develop a reorganization plan to make the agency more efficient and effective. The 

structure will be fundamentally changed to centralize common functions among the 6 existing entities. 

All common functions such as construction management, legal, engineering, procurement, human 

resources, advertising etc. will be consolidated and streamlined in a central operation. The individual 

divisions will focus on day-to-day management of their primary operation. The restructuring plan will be 

completed by June of this year.  

 

#2. The MTA Transformation Plan would include a congestion pricing financing model.  Electronic 

tolling devices would be installed on the perimeter of the Central Business District (CBD) defined as 

streets south of 61st St. in Manhattan.  The FDR Drive will not be included in the Central Business 

District.  The system will be installed and operated pursuant to an MOU between the City of New York 

and the MTA.  Congestion pricing tolls would be supplemented with State and City revenue from a fixed 

amount of the new internet sales tax derived from sales in New York City, with a growth factor, and a 

percentage of the State and City revenue from the cannabis excise tax.  Tolls will be set no later than 

December 2020. 

 

#3. The MTA fares for public mass transportation must be controlled in future years through cost 

containment actions and improved management. The MTA should be able to operate with mass transit 

fare increases limited to inflationary increases of 2% per year. 

 

#4. All MTA Board appointments terms will end with the appointing elected official's tenure. 

 

#5. Partnership between the State and City is necessary to combat fare evasion.  The State will work 

with the MTA, City and District Attorneys to develop an enforcement strategy. 

 

#6. The MTA will undergo an independent audit to determine their actual assets and liabilities.  The 

initial audit should be completed no later than January of 2020. 

 

#7. The Capital Plan shall be reviewed by a committee of transportation, engineering and government 

experts who have no existing financial relationship with the MTA (The Regional Transit Committee, 

"RTC").  The Committee will have appointees by the Governor, Mayor, State Assembly and Senate, and 

organizations representing subway riders and driving commuters.  The RTC will also review the toll and 

fare increases proposed by the MTA as necessary to fund the Capital Plan. 

 

#8. The MTA will have all major construction projects and planned projects pursued as "design 

build."  All major construction projects will be reviewed by a review team that is not affiliated with the 

MTA.  The construction review team will be headed by the Deans of Cornell School of Engineering and 

Columbia School of Engineering. The MTA will be more aggressive in debarring failed contractors. 

 

#9. The MTA will immediately expedite the completion of the Subway Action Plan including: signal 

repair; water management; station enhancements; rail welding; friction pad installation; increased 

refurbishment efforts; and other service improvements. 

 

#10. The Governor and Mayor will work with the Legislature to effectuate provisions. 
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 Governor Cuomo, Elected 

Officials, Business Owners & 

Union Leaders Affirm that    

New York is Open for Business 
 

In an open letter published in The New York Times, Proponents Ask Amazon to 

reconsider New York for its HQ2 & Reaffirm that New York Will Welcome Business 

 

Eighty New York union leaders, local officials, and business owners published an open letter in 

Friday's New York Times asking Amazon founder Jeff Bezos to reconsider locating the company’s 

headquarters in Long Island City.     The letter follows Governor Andrew Cuomo’s outreach to Amazon 

executives, including Mr. Bezos.   

 

"We know the public debate that followed the announcement of the Long Island City project was 

rough and not very welcoming. Opinions are strong in New York — sometimes strident," wrote the 

signatories, which included Congressmember Carolyn Maloney, D-N.Y., New York State AFL-CIO 

President Mario Cilento, State University of New York Chancellor Kristina Johnson, United Federation 

of Teachers President Michael Mulgrew and Morgan Stanley  CEO James Gorman. "We consider it part 

of the New York charm! But when we commit to a project as important as this, we figure out how to get 

it done in a way that works for everyone." 

 

The letter asserts that “Governor Cuomo will take personal responsibility for the project's state 

approval and Mayor de Blasio will work together with the governor to manage the community 

development process, including the workforce development, public education and infrastructure 

investments that are necessary to ensure that the Amazon campus will be a tremendous benefit to 

residents and small businesses in the surrounding communities.” 

 

In an interview today on The Brian Lehrer Show, Governor Cuomo indicated that he has received 

no indication that Amazon will return and he asserted that the open outreach was more of a signal to 

other companies that New York is still open for business. 

 

"We want all businesses nationwide to know that this was an oddity. Don't think that if you come 

to New York, the same thing is going to happen that happened to Amazon," Governor Cuomo said. "That 

was a small, vocal minority—that was local petty politics—that governed the day. And we don't operate 

that way. This was a mistake; it was a blunder. But we want business. We're open for business." 

 

 

 

 

https://int.nyt.com/data/documenthelper/640-amazon-ad-nyt/23be553f1bef2065302d/optimized/full.pdf
https://www.cnbc.com/quotes/?symbol=MS
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Governor Cuomo Signs Red Flag 

Gun Protection Bill 

      Chapter 19 of the Laws of 2019 

 

 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, joined by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, this week signed the  

Red Flag Bill.  Also known as the Extreme Risk Protection Order Bill, Chapter 19 of the Laws of 2019 

prevents individuals who show signs of being a threat to themselves or others from purchasing or 

possessing any kind of firearm.    Under the legislation, law enforcement officials, family and household 

members, and certain school officials may seek a court order requiring a person likely to harm 

themselves or others to relinquish any firearms in their possession. 

 

 "It is a great honor to join Governor Cuomo, survivors and advocates as New York makes 

history by enacting this landmark gun violence prevention legislation," said Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi. ".... Leaders in the State House and in the U.S. House must continue to work together to ensure 

that no other family is forced to endure the tragedy and heartbreak of gun violence, whether in our 

schools, in our places of worship, on our streets or in any place." 

 

The bill was sponsored by Senator Brian Kavanagh and Assemblymember Joanne Simon.    

 

Eligible court order petitioners include:  police officer, district attorney, family or household 

member; school administrator or school administrator designee (a school  teacher,  school guidance 

counselor, school psychologist, school social worker, school nurse,  or other  school  personnel required 

to hold a teaching or administrative license or certificate,  and full or part-time compensated school 

employee required to hold temporary coaching license or professional coaching certificate).   

 

Under the initiative, law enforcement must retain any firearm, rifle or shotgun surrendered or 

removed pursuant to an extreme risk protection order for at least two years following the expiration of the 

order unless it is legally transferred by the respondent. 

  

 

Bills Approved by the Legislature 
 

A290 (Sponsored by M of A Rosenthal L / Senator Biaggi) -- Requires feminine hygiene products to be 

offered for free in charter schools. 

A976 (Sponsored by M of A Gottfried / Senator Rivera) -- Relates to the moratorium on the processing 

and approval of applications for licensure of licensed home care services agencies. 

A1044 (Sponsored by M of A Simotas / Senator Kaplan) -- Relates to name change upon marriage. 

A5981 (Sponsored by M of A Braunstein / Senator Martinez) -- Establishes the crime of unlawful 

dissemination or publication of an intimate image. 
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S642 (Sponsored by Senator Breslin / M of A Romeo) -- Relates to the issuance of broad form coverage 

by the joint underwriting association. 

S1194 (Sponsored by Senator Sanders / M of A Vanel) -- Relates to the creation of the digital currency 

task force. 

S1196 (Sponsored by Senator Breslin / M of A Perry) -- Relates to artificially deflating or otherwise 

lowering cost data used for adjusted claims. 

S2040 (Sponsored by Senator LaValle / M of A Thiele) -- Relates to public notice before approval of 

utility transmission facilities. 

 

In the News – City 

 

New York City Public Advocate  

Jumaane Williams 

Brooklyn City Council Member Jumaane Williams was elected New 

York City Public Advocate this week, defeating 16 other candidates.  He 

captured one-third of the vote and won by a 14-point margin. 

Public Advocate Williams has represented the 45th Council District 

in Brooklyn. since 2009.  Last year he gained statewide attention as a 

candidate for Lieutenant Governor. 

 

While in the City Council, the Public Advocate held the position of Deputy Leader and Chaired 

the Council’s Committee on Housing and Buildings. He also co-chaired the Council’s Task Force to 

Combat Gun Violence, was a founding member of the Progressive Caucus, and a member of the Black, 

Latino & Asian Caucus. 

Public Advocate Williams is a first-generation Brooklynite of Grenadian heritage. He is a proud 

product of the City’s public school system. He attended Philippa Schuyler Middle School for the Gifted 

and Talented and Brooklyn Technical High School. The Public Advocate holds a BA in political science, 

and a MA in urban policy and administration from Brooklyn College.  

He began his career as assistant director for the Greater Flatbush Beacon School, and later went 

on to serve as the executive director of New York State Tenants & Neighbors.  

Public Advocate Williams is an advocate for affordable housing, anti-gun violence measures, fair 

policing, equity, and social justice.  His Council initiatives included the Community Safety Act which 

created the Office of Inspector General for the New York Police Department and the Fair Chance Act  

which created New York’s Crisis Management System and Cure Violence Groups to combat gun 

violence. 

    Public Advocate Williams 
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Bills Approved by the Council 
 

Int 0268-2018 – Sponsored by Councilmember Donovan J. Richards - This proposed local law will 

require the Department to submit an annual report to the Mayor and the Council on the number of sewer 

backflow devices needed, installed, tested and the number of violations issued for failure to install a 

backflow device. 

 

Int 0353-2018 - Sponsored by Helen K. Rosenthal - This bill would require the Department of Buildings 

to allow users of its website to sign up to receive e-mail updates whenever a change in status is recorded 

on selected construction projects.  

 

Int 0424-2018 - Sponsored by Councilmember Costa G. Constantinides - The local law requires the 

Commissioner to ensure that where a sewer segment causing a confirmed backup is identified, that 

segment is inspected and cleaned as necessary within 10 calendar days of the confirmation.  

 

Int 0425-2018 - Sponsored by Councilmember Costa G. Constantinides - This proposed local law 

requires the department to prepare a plan to prevent sewer backups, to reduce sewer backups and to target 

recurring backups. The proposed local law also requires the department to review the root control 

strategies of other municipalities and, following the review, consider recommending root control 

strategies for private property owners.  

 

Int 0862-2018 - Sponsored by Paul A. Vallone – This bill amends the administrative code to allow the 

Department of Buildings to issue stop work orders whenever notice to revoke a work permit is given.  

 

Int 0979-2018 - Sponsored by Donovan J. Richards - This bill provides discretion to the Department of 

Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) in choosing whether to enter into a regulatory agreement 

with a qualified community land trust. 

 

Int 1329-2019 - Sponsored by Antonio Reynoso - This bill would mandate that the Business Integrity 

Commission (BIC) issue and establish standards for the registration of labor unions in the trade waste 

industry.  

 

Int 1368-2019 - Sponsored by Francisco P. Moya - The proposed legislation would require the Business 

Integrity Commission (BIC) to provide information about workers’ rights on their website and mandate 

that private carters registered by BIC provide information about workers’ rights directly to their 

employees.  

 

Int 1373-2019 - Sponsored by Antonio Reynoso - The proposed legislation would require the Business 

Integrity Commission to refer labor and wage violation cases involving private carters to the New York 

State Attorney General, the United States Department of Labor, or other relevant city, state, or federal 

law enforcement agencies. 
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Briefs 
 

NY’s Tax Cap Has Saved Homeowners at Least $16.78 in School Taxes 

 
      An analysis by the Rockefeller 

Institute found that the State’s 2% 

property tax cap has saved New York 

homeowners at least $16.78 billion on 

school taxes.   Adopted in 2011 as a 

temporary measure, the tax cap is 

currently the subject of budget 

negotiations.  

 

Governor Andrew Cuomo has 

proposed making the cap permanent 

and this week launched the Tax 

Fairness for the Middle Class 

Campaign, complete with a digital tax 

calculator to showcase estimates of 

how much taxpayers have saved under 

the property tax cap and will continue to save over the next 10 years with a permanent property tax cap. 

 

 Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart Cousins promoted the measure in her opening day 

address to the Senate in January and the Senate passed legislation to make it permanent.   The Assembly 

has not acted on the bill. 

 

According to the Rockefeller Institute, Central New York (80.2 percent decrease), Mid-Hudson 

(75.2 percent), and Long Island (71.2 percent) have seen the most significant reductions from their 

average annual increases, while Long Island ($7. 7B in savings) and Mid-Hudson ($5.6B} have seen the 

greatest savings in terms of total dollars, mostly due to higher property values and taxes. 

NY Labor Department Will Not Finalize Call-in Scheduling Rules 
  

  The state Department of Labor (DOL) confirmed this week that it will not finalize the much-

publicized proposal to adopt "call-in" scheduling regulations, according to published reports.    

 

 According to DOL, the current draft regulations, published in the State Register in late December, 

will expire "due to the constraints of the regulatory process."   The Department expects the issue will be 

revisited with the Legislature, which could pass a law implementing a comprehensive overhaul. 

 

 The most recent regulations would have required businesses, with few exceptions, to schedule 

workers' shifts at least 14 days in advance, and pay workers for an additional two hours of work if they 

were called in with less notice. 

https://www.ny.gov/programs/tax-fairness-middle-class#calculator
https://www.ny.gov/programs/tax-fairness-middle-class#calculator
https://auburnpub.com/blogs/eye_on_ny/cuomo-ny-to-adopt-new-employee-scheduling-regulations/article_00951cda-c628-11e7-8eec-4b5de6955cbe.html
https://www.labor.ny.gov/workerprotection/laborstandards/pdfs/employee-scheduling-proposed-rule.pdf
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 Additionally, workers would receive two hours of call-in pay if their shift was canceled within 

the two-week window, and four hours of pay if it happened within three days of the scheduled shift.  If an 

employee is required to be available to work a shift, the regulations guaranteed them at least four hours of 

pay. 

 

DOL conducted hearings across the state and released multiple draft regulations to address 

concerns raised by business owners. 

 

Coming Up 
New York State 

The Legislature is in session Monday March 4th - Thursday March 7th  
 

Monday March 4th        
The proposed Student Loan Consumer Assistance Program (SLCAP) 
Joint Senate Committee on Banks and Committee on Consumer Protection 

Hamilton Hearing Room B, Legislative Office Building, 2nd Floor, Albany, 11 a.m. 

 

New York City 
Monday March 4th        
Committee on Oversight and Investigations, Committee Room – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

 

Committee on Public Housing, Committee Room – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

 

Committee on Health, Council Chambers – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

 

Committee on Hospitals, Council Chambers – City Hall, 1 p.m. 

 

Committee on General Welfare, Council Chambers – City Hall, 1p.m. 

 

Committee on Housing and Buildings, Committee Room – City Hall, 2 p.m.  

 

Wednesday March 6th   
Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises, Committee Room – City Hall, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Committee on Finance, Council Chambers – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 

 

Subcommittee on Capital Budget, Council Chambers – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 
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Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses, Committee Room, 16th Floor – 250 

Broadway, 12 p.m. 

 

Subcommittee on Planning, Dispositions and Concessions, Committee Room, 16th Floor – 250 

Broadway, 1 p.m. 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 

 

Thursday March 7th    
Committee on Higher Education, Committee Room – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 

 

Committee on Fire and Emergency Management, Council Chambers – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 

 

Committee on Land Use, Committee Room – City Hall, 12:30 p.m. 

 

Committee on Land Use, Committee Room – City Hall, 1 p.m. 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 

 

Committee on Technology, Council Chambers – City Hall, 3:30 p.m. 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 

 

Charter Revision Commission 2019, Council Chambers – City Hall, 6 p.m. 

 

Thursday March 8th    
Committee on Environmental Protection, Council Chambers – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 

 

Committee on Parks and Recreation, Committee Room – City Hall, 2 p.m. 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 

 

Subcommittee on Capital Budget, Committee Room – City Hall, 2 p.m. 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 

 

Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, Council Chambers – City Hall, 2 p.m. 

Preliminary Budget Hearing 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Disclaimer:  The materials in this This Week in New York report are provided for informational 

purposes only and are not intended to be a comprehensive review of legislative or governmental or 

political developments, to create a client-consultant/lobbyist relationship, or to provide consulting, 

lobbying or political advice.  Readers are cautioned not to attempt to solve specific problems on the basis 

of information contained in this This Week in New York.  If consulting, lobbying or government 

relations advice is required, please consult a professional expert in such matters.  The information 

contained herein, does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, or any of 

its members or employees or its clients.  Neither Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, nor its members or 



                    This Week In New York/Page 10 

 

Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, 111 Washington Avenue, Albany, New York. (518) 449-3320 

Theresa Cosgrove, editor, tcosgrove@pittabishop.com 

employees make any warranty, expressed or implied, and assume no legal liability with respect to the 

information in this report, and do not guarantee that the information is accurate, complete, useful or 

current.  Accordingly, Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC is not responsible for any claimed damages 

resulting from any alleged error, inaccuracy, or omission.  This communication may be considered an 

advertisement or solicitation. 

    To request that copies of this publication be sent to a new address or fax number, to unsubscribe, or to     

  comment on its contents, please contact Theresa Cosgrove at tcosgrove@pittabishop.com or at (518)  

  449-3320.        
To Our Clients:  If you have any questions regarding any of the matters addressed in this newsletter, or 

regarding any legislative, government relations or political or consulting or related issues in general, 

please contact the Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC professional with whom you usually work. 
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