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In the News – State  

 

2018 General Election, 

Tuesday, November 6th 
 

All Polls OPEN at 6 a.m. 

& CLOSE at 9 p.m. 
 

 

Voter Registration & Polling Place Information:  Voter Information Link 

 

Candidate List:  NYS Candidates Link 

 

                        Sample Statewide Candidate Ballot 
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https://voterlookup.elections.state.ny.us/votersearch.aspx
https://www.elections.ny.gov/NYSBOE/Elections/2018/General/2018AmendedStateGeneralCertification.pdf
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Fantasy Sports Games Violate 

 NYS Constitution 
 

 

 

 

 

New York State Supreme Court Judge Gerald Connolly ruled late last week that fantasy sites like 

Fan Duel and Draft Kings are illegal under New York's gambling laws.  Parties to the case, White v. 

Cuomo (Index No. 5861-16), were notified of the decision on Monday. 

 

The decision overruled a 2016 Law (Chapter 237 of the Laws of 2016) which permitted and 

regulated daily fantasy contests.  The law, which resolved a legal battle between the State Attorney 

General and the fantasy sports providers, stipulated that the fantasy contests were games of skill and, 

therefore, not a true form of gambling. 

 

  Judge Connolly, however, ruled that Interactive Fantasy Sports (IFS) contains “an element of 

chance” and the State Legislature did not have the authority to make exceptions to the New York State 

Constitution’s gambling prohibition. 

 
The New York Constitution prohibits gambling and authorizes the legislature to pass 

legislation to deter gambling offenses.   It stipulates specific exemptions to the prohibition, but it does 

not specifically define “gambling.”   New York’s Penal Law defines “gambling” as when a person 

“stakes or risks something of value upon the outcome of a contest of chance or a future contingent 

event not under his control or influence, upon an agreement or understanding that he will receive 

something of value in the event of a certain outcome.” 

 

With respect IFS, Judge Connelly found that “Based upon the stipulated facts and submissions 

before the Court, IFS involves, to a material degree, an element of chance, as the participants win or 

lose based on the actual statistical performance of groups of selected athletes in future events not 

under the contestants [players] control or influence.” 

 

In addition, he asserted “the plain language …of the constitutional provision … does not give 

the Legislature unlimited authority to define what is ‘not’ gambling for purposes of such provision. 

Such interpretation would render the constitutional prohibitions on ‘...pool-selling, bookmaking or any 

other kind of gambling’ meaningless, as the entire field would then be effectively governed by statute, 

rather than the constitutional provision.” 

 

The court decision upheld the portions of the 2016 law that exempted fantasy sports from the 

definition of gambling under New York Penal Law. 

 

 State officials are reviewing the decision and are expected to appeal.  

 



                    This Week In New York/Page 3 

 

Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, 111 Washington Avenue, Albany, New York. (518) 449-3320 

Theresa Cosgrove, editor, tcosgrove@pittabishop.com 

In the News – City  
               

 Sample City General Election Ballot 

 

           

                                                    Specific ballot information:  View Voter Specific Ballot 

                      Flip the Ballot to Vote on the Ballot Proposals:   Ballot Proposal Information 

 

 

https://nyc.pollsitelocator.com/search
https://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/vgwelcome/state-general-2018/ballot-proposals/
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Vision Zero: “Dusk and 

Darkness” Safety Campaign 

Returns With New Focus on  

Younger Drivers 
 

   

 

As part of the Vision Zero initiative, the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT), 

NYPD and the Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) began their third annual Dusk and Darkness 

campaign, including the Alive at 25 program focused on young drivers.  The NYPD also announced 

progress in its crackdown on private garbage hauling trucks, which have been “disproportionately 

involved” in fatal crashes during overnight hours. 

  

“We are relentlessly pursuing Vision Zero and working to save lives every single day,” said 

Mayor Bill de Blasio. “Our Dusk and Darkness campaigns help us further that goal, especially as 

nighttime hours – and dangerous driving – increase. At the same time, educating our young drivers will 

help curb dangerous driving habits before they take hold, making the road safer for everyone.” 

  

The Alive at 25 program aims to engage younger drivers between the ages of 18 and 25.  In 2017, 

those drivers were behind the wheel in 20 percent of all New York City fatal crashes (a total of 44 

crashes) despite making up less than 10 percent of the driving population. Funded by the National Safety 

Council, Alive at 25 is offered to high school seniors.  This fall, DOT safety educators began teaching  

the program to 2,500 students at ten public high schools around New York City, including the entire 

senior class of 700 students at New Dorp High School on Staten Island.  

   

In the five years before the Dusk and Darkness 3.0 campaign began, New York City averaged 

63.4 traffic fatalities in the period between November 1 and March 15th.  In the first year of Dusk and 

Darkness, the overall fatality number declined to 51; in the second year, fatalities declined further to 44.   

  

NYPD has begun focusing enforcement resources on the most hazardous violations (speeding and 

failure-to-yield to pedestrians), with precincts increasing their on-street presence around sunset hours 

when data show serious pedestrian crashes increase.  NYPD will also focus resources on drunk-driving 

efforts. 

  

In addition, NYPD has begun a major enforcement effort focused on the City’s private garbage 

hauling industry which operates predominantly during overnight hours. In the first three nights of the 

initiative that began Sunday evening, NYPD has inspected 128 garbage hauling trucks, issued 163 

moving summonses, and 458 criminal summonses.  NYPD has also towed five garbage trucks that were 

deemed not road-safe. 
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Comptroller Stringer: City 

Continues to Short Change Minority 

and Women-Owned Businesses 
 

 

 

New York City is still lagging behind on spending with minority and women-owned business 

enterprises (M/WBEs), City Comptroller Scott Stringer in releasing his annual Making the Grade report.  

The City received its fourth-consecutive “D+” grade by awarding $1 billion in contracts to M/WBEs out 

of a $19.3 billion budget in FY18 –5.5 percent of the total budget. 

 

“New York City is one of the most diverse cities in the world, and yet our own government fails 

to make fairness and equality a priority when it comes to spending city dollars.  There needs to be 

someone in every city agency making sure minority and women-owned businesses are being given a fair 

shot to get a piece of a $19 billion budget – that’s why the City Charter has to be changed to include a 

Chief Diversity Officer,” said Comptroller Stringer. “If we are going to build a five-borough economy, 

we cannot perpetuate a system that fails to build wealth in communities that have historically been left 

behind. While progress is happening, this report shows just how far we have to go.” 

 

The fifth annual “Making the Grade” report showed that while overall spending with diverse 

firms increased in Fiscal Year 2018, 80% of certified M/WBEs are still not receiving any business from 

the City.  The City earned an “F” for spending with Black-owned firms.  Spending with Asian-American 

firms earned the City a “C”, with Hispanic-Americans a “D”, and with Women-owned firms a “D.”    

 

On a positive note, several agencies made progress over the last fiscal year.  For example:   

 

 Grades increased at 9 agencies, decreased at 5 agencies, and stayed the same at 17 agencies – 

meaning almost 30 percent of agencies increased their grade; and,  

 Three agencies received an “A” grade – Department for the Aging, Commission on Human 

Rights, and Department of Health and mental Hygiene. 

 

Comptroller Stringer’s report advances four proposals to level the playing field for M/WBEs, 

including: 

    

 Mandate a Chief Diversity Officer. Comptroller Stringer is calling for a City Charter change to 

mandate the hiring of a Chief Diversity Officer (CDO) in the Mayor’s cabinet and in every city 

agency.  According to public data, out of 32 mayoral agencies, only seven currently have a CDO, 

with only four reporting to the Commissioner.  

 

 

 

https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/making-the-grade/reports/?utm_source=Media-All&utm_campaign=aac8082d20-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_12_08_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_7cd514b03e-aac8082d20-
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 Create competitive opportunities for M/WBEs on citywide requirements contracts. 

Comptroller Stringer asserts that a major obstacle to increasing M/WBE spending is the Citywide 

“requirements” contracts that represent approximately 10 percent of the City’s total budget. These 

contracts are agreements that agencies enter with a limited number of vendors to meet the City’s 

demand for particular goods or services on an “as-needed” basis, often over multiple years.  

Examples of items and services purchased through requirement contracts are automobiles, fuel, 

equipment maintenance, cleaning services, and large scale printing of election documents. The 

City spent more than $1.5 billion through requirement contracts in FY18, but M/WBEs received 

only $102.5 million – less than seven percent – of this spending.  The Comptroller suggests that 

the City should increase opportunities for M/WBEs by awarding requirements contracts to a pool 

of vendors, rather than one vendor alone. 

 

 Require prime vendors to disclose details about their commitment to diversity, including 

their own supplier diversity plans. Comptroller Stringer recommends that the City should 

require vendors to share details of their own supplier diversity programs when they bid on City 

contracts. Agencies should be allowed to award points to prospective vendors with robust 

M/WBE programs and Chief Diversity Officers. 

 

 Amend the City Charter to assigning deadlines to every agency in the contract review 

process. The Comptroller suggests that in order to make the process more efficient and 

sustainable for all firms, the Charter Revision Commission should include specific timeframes for 

each oversight agency in the procurement process. 

 

Bills Approved by the Council 
 

Introduction 444-A, sponsored by Council Member Laurie Cumbo, will require new NYPD recruits 

receive specialized training for responding to survivors of sexual assault and harassment, including 

sensitivity to differences in culture, gender, gender expression and sexual orientation. The bill will also 

require interactive refresher trainings every two years for all uniformed members of the department who 

regularly interact with crime victims. 

 

Introduction 465-A, sponsored by Council Member Daniel Dromm, will require the Department of 

Buildings and the Commission on Human Rights to conduct education and outreach to businesses and the 

public to increase awareness of the existing requirement that single-occupant toilet rooms be available for 

use by persons of any gender, as well as the related posting and signage requirements for such toilet 

rooms. 

 

Introduction 644-A, sponsored by Council Member Mathieu Eugene, will expand the Building Code’s 

carbon monoxide detector requirements to all business and mercantile spaces. In addition, this bill will 

make the Building Code’s carbon monoxide detector requirements retroactive, applying them to all new 

and existing covered buildings equipped with fire alarm systems, by January 1, 2021. Finally, this bill 

will require the Department of Buildings to promulgate rules addressing the installation of the specific 

carbon monoxide detectors required, and potential methods of alternative compliance for existing 

buildings. 
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Introduction 781-A, sponsored by Council Member Carlina Rivera, will protect the personal 

information of victims and prevent potential leaks by requiring the commissioner to limit access to 

Special Victims Division (SVD) files to individuals who need to see those case files in order to perform 

their job functions. It would also require the NYPD to audit the system to monitor everyone who accesses 

those case files and report the results of the audits to the Council. 

 

Introduction 784-A, sponsored by Council Member Deborah Rose, would require the department to 

report on the staffing and caseloads for SVD investigators, and report on the factors the commissioner 

considered in setting staffing levels for the SVD. 

 

Introduction 785-A, sponsored by Council Member Helen Rosenthal, will require the department to 

create a comprehensive Special Victims Training Program for new Special Victims Division (SVD) 

investigators including a core set of training components for all new SVD investigators and require 

current SVD investigators to demonstrate proficiency in all of these core subjects. Finally, the bill will 

require annual reporting on the content, the number of officers participating, and any changes made to the 

program. 

 

Introduction 836-A, sponsored by Council Member Robert Cornegy, will consolidate operations for the 

approval processes for alternative automatic fire extinguishing systems, fire alarm systems, emergency 

alarm systems, fire department in-building auxiliary radio communication systems and fire protection 

plans. Currently, the approval processes for these plans and systems are divided between the Department 

of Buildings and the Fire Department. This bill will streamline this process by requiring the systems to be 

approved only by the Fire Department. 

 

Introduction 899-A, sponsored by Council Member Keith Powers, will permit non-public campaign 

funds to be spent on childcare services for children under 13 years of age, in an election year and the year 

immediately preceding an election year, when the need for such services exists because of the campaign. 

Such childcare expenses would be exempted from the expenditure limit for the first $20,000 spent in the 

election year. Candidates would not be required to spend campaign funds on childcare and choosing to 

pay with their personal funds or receiving below market childcare would not be considered a contribution 

to the campaign. 

 

Introduction 925-A, sponsored by Council Member Jumaane Williams, will clarify that, when a 

commuter van is operating in violation of a provision within TLC’s commuter van enforcement authority, 

TLC has the power to seize that vehicle regardless of seating capacity. Int. No. 925 would also amend the 

definition of “for-hire vehicle,” so that, for enforcement purposes, the definition includes vehicles with a 

seating capacity greater than 20. These amendments would allow for TLC to enforce against vehicles that 

seat more than 20 passengers, whether they are commuter vans or for-hire vehicles. 
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Briefs 
 

Governor Cuomo Announces Statewide Investigation into Pregnancy 

Discrimination and Retaliation in the Security Industry at JFK Airport 

 
New York State has launched a multi-agency investigation into pregnancy discrimination and 

retaliation and other workplace violations in the security industry following new at JFK airport.  

 

According to Governor Andrew Cuomo, the investigation comes after reports that two Global 

Elite Group employees alleged that they were suspended because they asked to be reassigned from areas 

that exposed them to noxious fumes because they were pregnant. The Global Elite Group provides 

security services at JFK Airport, which is a Port Authority of NY/ NJ property. 

 

The Department of Labor and the Division of Human Rights (DHR) will lead the investigation 

through the Governor's Joint Task Force on Worker Exploitation and Employee Misclassification.  The 

State Department of Labor, the Department of State, DHR, and the Workers' Compensation Board will  

investigate pregnancy discrimination and retaliation and other workplace violations including 

unemployment insurance fraud, workers' compensation fraud, wage violations and licensing 

improprieties. 

 

In the last two years alone, DHR has received 323 complaints alleging various types of 

discrimination, including some based on pregnancy, in the security industry; DOL has opened 357 wage 

theft investigations with approximately $1 million in stolen wages identified; and DOS has opened 1,174 

investigations into licensing improprieties, with nearly $500,000 in fines imposed and 238 licenses 

suspended or revoked. 

 

 

NYS Dept of Financial Services Grants Bitcoin License to  

Teller Machine Company 
 

The New York State Department of Financial Services (DFS) has approved the application of 

Coinsource, Inc. for a virtual currency license. Coinsource owns and operates touchscreen kiosks, which 

allow customers to buy Bitcoin with, or sell Bitcoin for, fiat currency in the form of cash. Coinsource is 

the first DFS virtual currency licensee to operate Bitcoin Teller Machines (BTM). 

 

Presently Coinsource operates 40 Bitcoin kiosks in New York, located in New York City, 

Westchester and Nassau County.  The company allows customers to insert cash and buy bitcoin (and 

store it on their mobile wallet) or sell bitcoin for cash (by scanning their mobile wallet at the kiosk). 
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             $10 Million Grant Program to Protect New York's  

      Non-Public Schools, Cultural Centers, Religious-Based Institutions 

 
New York State is now accepting applications for the Securing Communities Against Hate 

Crimes (SCAHC) Program to support safety and security at New York's nonpublic schools, day care 

centers and cultural museums.   

 

The program is administered by the NYS Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Services.  It provide up to $50,000 in funding for additional security training needs, cameras and state-of-

the-art technology, door-hardening, improved lighting and other related security upgrades at each eligible 

facility. Organizations that operate more than one facility may submit up to three applications for a total 

request of up to $150,000. Applications for these awards are due by 5 p.m. on December 19, 2018. 

 
 

      NYS Foliage Report 
 

As foliage makes its way across New York 

State, many areas of the Finger Lakes region and 

parts of the lower Hudson Valley will see peak 

leaves this weekend, according to observers for 

Empire State Development’s I LOVE NY program. 

Peak leaves will make their last appearances in the 

Greater Niagara and Catskills regions, and Long 

Island will be flush in near-peak color.  

 

I LOVE NY defines ‘peak’ as the overall 

best appearance the foliage will have during the 

season. Foliage change has been uneven this season and travelers may find that some areas 

classified as peak and near-peak contain an abundance of green leaves, combined with the 

possibility of leaf droppage. 

 

Coming Up 

 

New York State 
Wednesday November 14th  
Healthy Aging: New Yorkers aging independently and safely within their homes and communities  
Assembly Standing Committee on Aging, Hamilton Hearing Room B, Legislative Office Building, 2nd 

Floor, Albany, 10 a.m. 

 

 

http://www.dhses.ny.gov/grants/nonprofit/hate-crimes.cfm#_blank
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Examining the effectiveness of medication-assisted treatment programs in state and local 

correctional facilities in the state 

Joint Assembly Standing Committee on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, Committee on Health, and 

Committee on Correction, Assembly Hearing Room, 250 Broadway, Room 1923, 19th Floor, 10:30 a.m. 

 

Thursday November 15th  
Improving opportunities to vote in New York State 

Joint Assembly Standing Committee on Election Law and Subcommittee on Election Day Operations and 

Voter Disenfranchisement, Assembly Hearing Room, 250 Broadway, Room 1923, 19th Floor, 10:30 a.m. 

 

Friday November 16th  
Recycling 

Assembly Standing Committee on Environmental Conservation, Roosevelt Hearing Room C, Legislative 

Office Building, 2nd Floor, Albany, 11:30 a.m. 

 

Electronic filing of court papers 

Assembly Standing Committee on Judiciary, Assembly Hearing Room, 250 Broadway, Room 1923, 19th 

Floor, New York, 10 a.m. 

 

New York City 
Monday November 5th  
Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Sitting and Maritime Uses, City Hall, 10:45 a.m. 

 

Committee on Land Use, Committee Room – City Hall, 11 a.m. 

 

Thursday November 8th  
Committee on Higher Education, Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor, 10 a.m. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Disclaimer:  The materials in this This Week in New York report are provided for informational 

purposes only and are not intended to be a comprehensive review of legislative or governmental or 

political developments, to create a client-consultant/lobbyist relationship, or to provide consulting, 

lobbying or political advice.  Readers are cautioned not to attempt to solve specific problems on the basis 

of information contained in this This Week in New York.  If consulting, lobbying or government 

relations advice is required, please consult a professional expert in such matters.  The information 

contained herein, does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, or any of 

its members or employees or its clients.  Neither Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, nor its members or 

employees make any warranty, expressed or implied, and assume no legal liability with respect to the 

information in this report, and do not guarantee that the information is accurate, complete, useful or 

current.  Accordingly, Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC is not responsible for any claimed damages 

resulting from any alleged error, inaccuracy, or omission.  This communication may be considered an 

advertisement or solicitation. 
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  To request that copies of this publication be sent to a new address or fax number, to unsubscribe, or to     

  comment on its contents, please contact Theresa Cosgrove at tcosgrove@pittabishop.com or at (518)  

  449-3320.        
To Our Clients:  If you have any questions regarding any of the matters addressed in this newsletter, or 

regarding any legislative, government relations or political or consulting or related issues in general, 

please contact the Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC professional with whom you usually work. 
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