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In the News – State  

 
2018 Statewide Office Candidates 

 
Democrat                    Republican                                        
  
 

   Governor:   Andrew Cuomo    Governor:   Marc Molinaro 

   Lieutenant Governor:   Kathy Hochul   Lt. Governor:   Julie Killian 

   Comptroller:  Thomas DiNapoli    Comptroller: Jonathan Trichter 

   Attorney General:  Leticia James   Attorney General:  Keith Wofford  
 

General Election:  November 6th  

 
 

 

9/11 Volunteer & Worker  

Medical Benefit  

Registration Extended 
  
   

Governor Andrew Cuomo signed legislation to extend the period for workers and volunteers to 

file for benefits in relation to 9/11 related injuries. Chapter 266 of the Laws of 2018 allows rescue, 

recovery, and clean-up workers and volunteers to file a Notice of Participation for lost wage and medical 

benefits as a result of their involvement in the operations following September 11, 2001. 

  

"We will never forget the selfless heroes who did not make it home that day, and we owe first 

responders and those who aided in the recovery effort an eternal debt of gratitude, Governor Cuomo 

said. “This bill rightly and fairly provides 9/11's brave recovery workers and volunteers the time they 

need to receive the health benefits and compensation they deserve." 
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Previously, the Governor signed legislation on September 11, 2016 to extend the period for 

individuals to register under the World Trade Center Disability Law to September 11, 2018. 

  

This bill extends the deadline until September 11, 2022. The extension will allow 

more individuals additional time to receive workers' compensation, disability, and accidental death 

benefits. 

 

"This new law…also allows for 9/11 first responders who became disabled between September 

11, 2015 and September 11, 2017 to file a claim before September 11, 2022,” Senator Martin Golden, bill 

sponsor, explained.   Additionally, this legislation allows for those who had their applications denied to 

have that application reconsidered. Our first responder heroes of 9/11 deserve assistance in getting every 

benefit to which they are entitled." 

  

9/11 responders are also eligible to participate in the World Trade Center Health Program, 

Zadroga Act, for both treatment and monitoring of their health. This program is administered by the 

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health. It is funded by the Federal government and allows 

responders to be seen at clinics without charge. 

   

“Although it has been 17 years since the attacks, some rescue workers are only now feeling the 

effects,” Assembly Member Yuh-Line Niou said.  “The onset and progression of some of the diseases 

resulting from exposure occur at a slower rate than others, and it is critical that we keep this in mind 

when it comes to policies designed to help these individuals and their families. This legislation gives our 

rescue, recovery, and clean-up workers the opportunity to receive the benefits they deserve." 

 

  
 

SED Memo Outlines Rejection of 

Funds for Guns in Schools 
SEP 13TH - 12:17 PM 

 

 

 

The State Education Department yesterday released a memo outlining its refusal to accept federal 

funds for the training, purchasing or storage of firearms in schools.   Specifically, “The New York State 

Education Department (NYSED or “the Department) will not allow local educational agencies (LEAs) to 

use Title IV, Part A funds – or any other federal or state funds – for the purposes of purchasing, storing, 

or training school staff in the use of firearms under any circumstances.” 

 

A copy of the letter follows. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nystateofpolitics.com/2018/09/sed-memo-outlines-opposition-to-guns-in-schools/
http://www.nystateofpolitics.com/2018/09/sed-memo-outlines-opposition-to-guns-in-schools/
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In the News – City  

 

 

 

Bills Approved by the City Council 
 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 447-A, sponsored by Council Member Daniel Dromm, would require the Department of 

Correction (DOC) to post quarterly and yearly reports on departmental, facility and housing area 

lockdowns.  Such reports include information on duration of, number of individuals affected, mandated 

services either cancelled or delayed, and the reason for lockdowns. 

 

Introduction 449-A, sponsored by Council Member Daniel Dromm, would require the Department of 

Education (DOE) to post online maps showing the geographic boundaries, known as subdistricts, used by 

the DOE and the School Construction Authority (SCA) to identify where new capital funding will be 

targeted for building new schools. 

 

Introduction 461-A, sponsored by Council Member Daniel Dromm, would require the Department of 

Citywide Administrative Services to provide written notice to the DOE and the SCA within 30 days after 

city-owned or leased property of at least 20,000 square feet is determined to have no current use. 

 

Introduction 729-A, sponsored by Council Member Ben Kallos, would require the DOE to post online 

the process, data and criteria used by the DOE and the SCA to calculate the number of seats needed to be 

built to meet future enrollment needs. 

 

Introduction 757-A, sponsored by Council Member Vanessa Gibson, would require the Mayor to create 

an interagency task force on school siting to identify potential city-owned properties for school siting and 

identify vacant lots that may be good candidates for school siting. 

 

Introduction 954-A, sponsored by Speaker Corey Johnson, would allow individuals to self-attest when 

changing the sex designation on their birth record to conform to their gender identity. The bill would also 

allow individuals who don’t identify as exclusively male or female to change the sex designation on their 

birth certificate to “X”. 

 

Introduction 989-A, sponsored by Speaker Corey Johnson and Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, 

would require the Department of Transportation, in coordination with the Metropolitan Transportation 

Authority, to designate at least one community information center in each of the boroughs of Manhattan 

and Brooklyn during the 2019 Canarsie Tunnel Reconstruction (also known as the L-train shutdown).  
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Introduction 990-A, sponsored by Speaker Corey Johnson and Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, 

would require the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation to designate an ombuds to receive 

and investigate complaints and comments in connection with the Canarsie Tunnel closure starting in 

2019 (also known as the L-train shutdown). 
 

Briefs 
 

 

PSC Extends Deadline for Charter Discussions 

 
The State Public Service Commission (PSC) agreed to give Charter Communications an 

additional 30-days to respond to the Commission’s July decision to revoke its merge with Time Warner 

Cable (TWC).    

 

PSC Chairman John Rhodes granted more time to resolve the dispute over whether Charter has 

failed to expand broadband service as required under terms of the TWC merger.   Charter was also 

ordered to develop a transition plan to a new operator A response from Charter is now due in mid-

October.   

 

                 "We have granted Charter's request for an extension of 30 days to the numerous deadlines 

approaching, contingent on the company's continued compliance with the Public Service Law, 

commitment to not run any false or misleading advertisements and continued engagement with the 

Department to address outstanding regulatory issues," PSC spokesman Jim Denn said in a statement. 

"This action makes the next important deadlines of filing petitions for rehearing, and the return date in 

the enforcement proceeding in State Supreme Court, due in mid-October." 

 

           Commissioner Rhodes wrote in his order that the information Charter is providing "includes 

information necessary to address safety concerns related to the expansion of its network, and information 

needed to facilitate the ongoing work necessary for the Company to comply with the most recent network 

expansion obligation." 

 

 

DEC to Phase Out Use of Hydrofluorocarbons in New York State  
 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is drafting regulations to phase 

out the use of hydrofluorocarbons in New York State.     

  

          The regulations would prohibit substances for use in new consumer products, and retrofitted 

equipment after 2024, including aerosol propellants, commercial and residential food refrigeration 

equipment, commercial air-conditioning equipment, light-duty vehicle air-conditioning and foam-

blowing agents. The phase out, which would be implemented from 2020-2024, is expected to reduce 

HFC emissions by more than 20 percent of projected levels by 2030. DEC will be seeking input on this 

proposal prior to proceeding with a formal rulemaking, with the intent of finalizing a rule in 2019. 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/hfcterms.pdf#_blank
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   State funding is available to accelerate the reduction of the use of HFCs. The Environmental 

Protection Fund includes nearly $9 million through the Climate Smart Communities program for 

adaption and greenhouse gas mitigation projects, including grants for municipalities to reduce refrigerant 

leakage, replace or retrofit refrigeration, chillers or air-conditioning equipment (e.g., food-storage or ice-

rink equipment) with low global-warming-potential refrigerants; install refrigerant leakage monitoring 

equipment; establish monitoring and repair plans; establish enhanced disposal programs to recover and 

recycle refrigerants; and adopt codes or standards to encourage the use of alternative refrigerants. An 

additional $1 million from the EPF will be available for other projects to address HFCs and other short-

lived climate pollutants. 

 

 

Comptroller DiNapoli: Audit Shows Mixed Results on School Districts' 

Compliance With Physical Education Rules 
 

State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli released an audit this week identifying school districts that 

are not meeting all state-mandated physical education (PE) requirements for students. Of the 10 school 

districts examined, nine did not provide an adequate amount of PE to students in grades K-4, and seven 

did not do so for grade 5. Auditors did find that all 10 districts met the requirements for students in 

grades 9-12, nine districts met grade 6 requirements, and nine districts met requirements for students in 

grades 7-8. 

 

Comptroller DiNapoli’s audit focused on 10 districts in New York during the 2016-17 school 

year: Baldwinsville Central School District (Onondaga County), Binghamton City School District 

(Broome), Brockport Central School District (Genesee, Monroe, Orleans), Camden Central School 

District (Lewis, Oneida, Oswego), Corning City School District (Chemung, Schuyler, Steuben), East 

Ramapo Central School District (Rockland), Kenmore-Town of Tonawanda Union Free School District 

(Erie), Plattsburgh City School District (Clinton), South Colonie Central School District (Albany, 

Schenectady) and South Huntington Union Free School District (Suffolk). 

 

 

Which Toys Will Make it Into the  

National Toy Hall of Fame ? 

 
The Strong’s National Toy Hall of Fame in 

Rochester,  this week announced the 12 finalists for 2018 

induction into the hall: American Girl dolls, chalk, Chutes & 

Ladders, Magic 8 Ball, Fisher-Price Corn Popper, Masters of 

the Universe, pinball, sled, tic-tac-toe, Tickle Me Elmo, 

Tudor Electric Football, and Uno. 

 

For the first time, fans may vote for their favorite finalists from September 12 to 19 as part of a 

“Player’s Choice” ballot at toyhalloffame.org. The three toys that receive the most public votes will be 

submitted and will join the other top-three submissions by members of the National Selection Advisory 

Committee. (The public will collectively act as one member of the 23-member committee.)  

 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/109181.html#_blank
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/audits/swr/2018/School-District-PE-Compliance/global.htm
http://www.toyhalloffame.org/
http://www.toyhalloffame.org/
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The Strong’s National Toy Hall of Fame recognizes toys that have engaged and delighted 

multiple generations. Criteria for induction include: Icon-status (the toy is widely recognized, respected, 

and remembered); Longevity (the toy is more than a passing fad and has enjoyed popularity over multiple 

generations); Discovery (the toy fosters learning, creativity, or discovery through play); and Innovation 

(the toy profoundly changed play or toy design). 

 

The final 2018 toy inductees will be announced at The Strong museum on November 8th. 

 

 

NYC Mayor’s Office to End Domestic & Gender-Based Violence 
  

NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio has signed Executive Order 36 to enact the new Mayor’s Office to 

End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence (ENDGBV).  The Executive Order mandates a citywide, 

coordinated response to address domestic and gender-based violence.  The Office will enhance the City’s 

strategic response to intimate partner violence, family violence, sexual assault, stalking and human 

trafficking.  

  

Specifically, ENDGBV will: (1) prioritize developing and expanding services for survivors of 

sexual assault, family violence and trafficking; (2) launch a citywide outreach team; (3) enhance trainings 

for City agencies and community stakeholders; and (4) develop a legislative agenda for domestic and 

gender-based violence.   Also, the new Executive Order creates an Advisory Committee, chaired by 

ENDGBV, to review individual case level data of gender-based, and domestic violence fatalities.  
 

The Office will continue to perform the functions and responsibilities assigned to it under section 

19 of the City Charter, including chairing the Domestic Violence Fatality Review Committee; co-leading 

the Mayor’s Domestic Violence Task Force, in collaboration with the Mayor’s Office on Criminal Justice 

(MOCJ); and operating the City’s five Family Justice Centers. 
 
 

MTA Advisory Work Group to Begin Its Work 

 
The Metropolitan Transportation Sustainability Advisory Workgroup, established by the 2018-

2019 State Budget in April, will begin meeting on September 18th to provide the Governor and the 

Legislature with a new blueprint for MTA service, according to published reports.    

 

The workgroup is chaired by NYC Partnership head Kathryn Wylde and was formed to 

"undertake a review of the actions and measures that are necessary to provide safe, adequate, efficient, 

and reliable transportation within the city of New York and the metropolitan commuter transportation 

district." A report is due by December 31st.    

 

Its members include former City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, state Sen. Michael 

Gianaris, former New Jersey State Treasurer Andrew Sidamon-Eristoff, and former New York Thruway 

Authority chief engineer Michael Shamma. 
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Mayor de Blasio Appointments 
 

Mayor de Blasio this week appointed Darren Bloch as Senior Advisor to the Mayor and Director 

of the Mayor's Office of Strategic Partnerships and named Toya Williford as Executive Director of the 

Mayor's Fund to Advance NYC. 

 

The Office of Strategic Partnerships oversees the City-affiliated nonprofit organizations, which 

serve as vehicles for the City's business and philanthropic communities to contribute to public programs.   

The Mayor's Fund is a non-profit organization that works with over 30 city agencies and 300 institutional 

funders to advance initiatives.  

 

Mr. Bloch formerly served as Executive Director of the Mayor's Fund, as well as Counsel to the 

Mayor's Office of Strategic Partnerships. He was appointed to both positions in March, 2014. 

 

Prior to those positions, he served as the Executive Vice President for the Empire State 

Development Corporation; Vice President, Public Affairs for New York Law School; NYC Deputy 

Public Advocate for Intergovernmental & Community Affairs; and the Publisher and Executive Director 

of Capitol Publishing. Mr. Bloch graduated with a BA from Middlebury College and received his J.D. 

cum laude from New York Law School. 

 

Ms. Williford previously served as the Programs and Policy director at the Mayor's Fund. Prior to 

joining the Mayor's Fund, she served as the Program Director at the Brooklyn Community Foundation.  

She received a Master's degree in Urban Studies from Cleveland State University and a Bachelor's degree 

in Rural Sociology from Cornell University. 

 

 

New York City Announces Lawsuit Against Three Illegal Hotel Operators 

 
New York City this week announced a lawsuit against a group of illegal hotel operators for using 

deceptive practices to offer illegal short-term rental accommodations in Downtown Manhattan, Brooklyn 

and Queens. This is the first lawsuit that the City has filed against illegal hotel operators across multiple 

boroughs. 

 

In the suit the City asserts that for more than three years, the defendants used multiple host 

accounts with fictitious identities to illegally advertise at least 15 housing units in seven buildings across 

three boroughs. On several occasions, the defendants also misled guests about the legality of the listings 

using false addresses and deceptive explanations for guests’ interaction with city inspectors. The Mayor’s 

Office of Special Enforcement has also identified 10 bookings for future dates. 

 

The defendants in the suit include Alexandra Pavlenok, Ekaterina Plotnikova, and Stepan Solovyev. 

The seven buildings are located at the following addresses: 

 

 12 John Street, New York 

 40 Water Street, New York 

 151 Stanton Street, New York 
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 153 Stanton Street, New York 

 159 Bleecker Street, New York 

 238 Gates Avenue, Brooklyn 

 17-12 Menahan Street, Queens 

 

 

Coming Up 

New York State 
Monday September 17th  
To investigate the use of 9/11 line of duty sick leave, to determine whether the program is working 

and to discuss any changes that need to be made to the program 

Senate Standing Committee on Civil Service and Pensions, Senate Hearing Room, 250 Broadway, 19th 

Floor, New York, 11 a.m. 

 

New York City 
Monday September 17th  
Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises, Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 16th Floor, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Committee on For-Hire Vehicles, Council Chambers – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

 

Committee on Youth Services, Committee Room – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

 

Committee on Immigration, Committee Room – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

 

Committee on Technology, Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor, 10 a.m. 

 

Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses, 250 Broadway, 16th Floor, 12 p.m. 

 

Committee on Civil and Human Rights, Council Chambers – City Hall, 1 p.m. 

 

Committee on Aging, Council Chambers – City Hall, 1 p.m. 

 

Committee on Fire and Emergency Management, Committee Room – City Hall, 1 p.m. 

 

Committee on Parks and Recreation, Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 14th Floor, 1 p.m. 

 

Subcommittee on Planning, Dispositions and Concession, 250 Broadway, 16th Floor, 2 p.m.  

 

Thursday September 20th      
Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management, 250 Broadway, 14th Floor, 10 a.m. 
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Committee on Women, Council Chambers – City Hall, 10 a.m. 

 

Committee on Juvenile Justice, Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 16th Floor, 10 a.m. 

 

Committee on Land Use, Committee Room – City Hall, 11 a.m. 

 

Committee on Mental Health, Disabilities and Addiction, Council Chambers – City Hall, 1 p.m. 

 

Committee on General Welfare, Council Chambers – City Hall, 1 p.m. 

 

Committee on Small Business, Committee Room – City Hall, 1 p.m. 

 

Committee on Public Safety, Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 16th Floor, 1 p.m. 

 

Committee on Education, Committee Room – 250 Broadway, 16th Floor, 1 p.m. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Disclaimer:  The materials in this This Week in New York report are provided for informational 

purposes only and are not intended to be a comprehensive review of legislative or governmental or 

political developments, to create a client-consultant/lobbyist relationship, or to provide consulting, 

lobbying or political advice.  Readers are cautioned not to attempt to solve specific problems on the basis 

of information contained in this This Week in New York.  If consulting, lobbying or government 

relations advice is required, please consult a professional expert in such matters.  The information 

contained herein, does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, or any of 

its members or employees or its clients.  Neither Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC, nor its members or 

employees make any warranty, expressed or implied, and assume no legal liability with respect to the 

information in this report, and do not guarantee that the information is accurate, complete, useful or 

current.  Accordingly, Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC is not responsible for any claimed damages 

resulting from any alleged error, inaccuracy, or omission.  This communication may be considered an 

advertisement or solicitation. 

   

  To request that copies of this publication be sent to a new address or fax number, to unsubscribe, or to     

  comment on its contents, please contact Theresa Cosgrove at tcosgrove@pittabishop.com or at (518)  

  449-3320.        
To Our Clients:  If you have any questions regarding any of the matters addressed in this newsletter, or 

regarding any legislative, government relations or political or consulting or related issues in general, 

please contact the Pitta Bishop & Del Giorno LLC professional with whom you usually work. 
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